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Sharing the journey 



MORE than 100 people from a variety of faith backgrounds joined 
the annual Friendship Walk in Oxford. 

The event sees crowds walk from the Oxford Synagogue in 
Jericho to St Mary the Virgin Church in High Street and finish at the 
Central Mosque in Manzil Way. It started in 2004 and at first 
involved just Christians and Muslims. Since then Jewish, Sikh Hindu 
and Baha’i people, as well as those with no faith, have joined in. 

In previous years walkers carried white balloons to symbolize 
peace. 'White is the Sikh funeral colour, so this year we used multi 
coloured balloons to stand for multi-faiths and olive trees as a 
symbol of what unites us,’ said the Revd Charlotte 
Bannister-Parker, one of the organisers. 


Mission shaped giving 


By Jo Duckies 


A NEW scheme to encourage 
mission driven stewardship across 
the diocese is being piloted in 
Oxford. 

It comes as, despite the 
recession, dedicated Christians 
are continuing to give generously 
to their churches. The Parish 
Stewardship Promoters Network, 
launched last month in Cowley, 
Oxford, will be rolled out across 
the diocese in 2010. It follows the 
success of similar networks in 
Sheffield, Ripon and Leeds, and 
Guildford. 

The Revd Bruce Gillingham, 
Cowley area dean and rector of St 
Clement’s Church, said: ‘It’s 

about mission driven stewardship. 
Instead of being anxious, it’s 
allowing us to think about what 
God is calling us to do as 
churches, and how to deliver the 
right resources to be salt and light 
in the world. People should see 
the vision, become stakeholders 
in delivering it and be proud of 
their church.’ He said a launch 
event, held at St Clement’s, 
helped churches see how their 
mission fitted alongside financial 
pressures of paying their parish 
share and dealing with repairs 
and maintenance of buildings 
during the recession. 

Brian Newey, Chair of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance, said: 
‘I am delighted and amazed by 
the way people dedicate 
themselves to the work of the 
church. I know times are hard but 
there is a real place for our 


generosity to keep the life of the 
church and the faith going. 
Having a focus for stewardship in 
each parish is something really 
valuable. 

‘It’s often something we think 
about every three years. Since the 
1960s giving has been continually 
improving throughout the 
Church of England, and this 
should help keep up 
momentum.’ 

In the Oxford Diocese the 
PSPN will build on the success of 
the Nurturing Mission-Focussed 
Giving programme. Designed by 
Robin Brunner-Ellis, Diocesan 
Christian Giving and Fundraising 
Adviser, the programme helps 
churches to undertake regular 
mission action and resource 
planning. 

Mr Brunner-Ellis said he was 
inspired in his role by the way he 
sees churches reach out and 
bring real change in their 
communities. 

He said the PSPN will involve 
finding one person in each parish 
who can champion stewardship. 
‘The benefits of this network will 
be more motivated church 
communities who understand 
their mission and the resources 
required to carry it out,’ he said. 

‘For very many churches, this is 
a case of identifying one of those 
people in your congregation who 
is doing all or most of this role. It 
means that I know the 
appropriate person with whom to 
be in regular contact. ’ 
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Comment 

by the Rt Revd Alan Wilson , 
Bishop of Buckingham 


Mortal where are you? 

F or four days in May this year, 
the answer to the question that 
the Lord asked Adam in the 
Garden, was Bremen. The 
32nd German Evangelical Church 
Kirchentag was probably, as a well- 
known lager ad used to say, the largest 
Christian gathering in Europe this year 
— 128,000 of us in the main learning 
and worship sessions, and an estimated 
quarter of a million partying together 
on Wednesday night with Samba bands 
on the streets of Bremen. 

Imagine a dozen simultaneous 
Spring Harvests, taking over a city the 
size of, say, Hull, and you pretty much 
get the idea. Founded in 1949, the 
same year as the Federal Republic, 
Kirchentag (see right) has played a 
significant role in contemporary 
German history. Bringing together 
Christians from all over the country 
throughout the years of division, it has 
fulfilled a mission indicated by the 
theme of the 1949 event at Hannover 
— ‘We are still brothers’. 

Presentations included a session led 
by the German Chancellor, Angela 
Merkel, who, among many other 
weightier things, spoke 

unsentimentally, but movingly, of her 
story as the daughter of a pastor in East 
Germany. The president of the World 
Bank was there for the economic world 
order seminar, as was Richard Rohr, 
the Franciscan theologian and 
Enneagram wonk. 

But where were the Brits? Bishop 
Nick Baines, our man on the Meissen 
Commission, led a delegation from 
Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland, but the largest groups were 
from Kenya and Hungary. The total 
cost, including admission to everything 
and transport, is only 89 Euros and 
accommodation with local hosts is free. 
The deterrent couldn’t be cost. 

One answer may be the language 
barrier. However, there is now 
simultaneous translation for the big 
events and most younger Germans 
speak embarrassingly good 
English. This event is all about faith, 
and one quotation from Luther that 
cropped up three times in my hearing 
at different events: ‘If I knew the whole 
world was going to smash, yet I would 
still plant an apple tree today.’ Perhaps 
what we all need is a bit of faith to look 
outward, to share, and to celebrate. 


LETTERS 


50 years and not out 

The Benefice of Ellesborough, Stoke 
Mandeville and the Kimbles is proud to 
acknowldge through the Door, Tom Clark’s 
50 years service as an organist. 

Mr Clark began playing at St Michael 
and All Angels, Halton, aged 19 in 1959. 
Since then he has played at St George's 
RAF Halton, Ellesborough Church and St 
Mary's Stoke Mandeville. He also plays at 
The Chilterns’ Crematorium and at 
weddings and funerals at at a variety of 
churches. He has worked with 
apporximately 1 3 parish clergy and 1 4 
senior RAF chaplains. The organ is his 
first love, closely followed by cricket, 
hence the headline. 

We celebrated his 50 years of service 
with a party where he was presented 
with a voucher and a bottle of 
champagne. It was a really nice tribute to 
someone who has given such loyal and 
dedicated service over so many years. 

Denise Clark, Great Missenden 


Solace from the storm 

I received a copy of the Door last Sunday 
after attending a service at All Saints in 
Loughton and felt compelled to write to 
you. As a child (I’m 41 now!) I 
remember the vicar saying that part of his 
job was to listen and help people in the 
community who were experiencing 
difficulties in their lives. 

I'm sure it is still the case now and 
with the recent change in our economic 
climate I have heard that more and more 
people are attending church in the hope 
of finding comfort during their financial 
hardship. I have to say, as well as 
desiring to find God again, my partner 
and I have been attending church 
recently in the hope of finding solace and 
a place within our community. Our 
business has suffered greatly in the last 
eight months and we’ve had to find other 
means of earning a living. We have 
started two new, growing businesses, 
one selling healthy chocolate and the 
other designer jewellery. We hope this 
will encourage any Door readers who are 
experiencing financial difficulties not to 
give up. 

Elizabeth Caswell, Milton Keynes. 


‘Keep up the good work’ 

I am sure that feedback is always 
welcome so a few words so say how 
helpful and useful I have found the Door 
over the months and years. 

There are always good articles to be 
found on a wide range of subjects and 
issues. Book reviews are particular 
welcome as secular news papers rarely 
have book reviews on religious subjects, 
so to have one or two (or more?) in the 
Door is helpful. Keep up the good work! 

John Hamilton, Nash, Bucks 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to 
Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. There they gave a 
dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus 
was one of those at the table with him. Mary 
took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus’s feet, and wiped them 
with her hair, the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. John 12:1-3. 

th 

L ater this month, on the 29 , 
we celebrate this family at 
Bethany, Lazarus and his 
sisters Martha and Mary. 
They seem to have provided 
a peaceful pied a tern for Jesus on his 
visits to Jerusalem, a place where he 
could genuinely feel at home. 

It’s strange to think of a household in 
those days where an adult man lived with 
his two sisters - not at all surprising, 
perhaps, to us, but in a society where all 
men were expected to be married by the 
age of 30, and all women were married 
long before that, it’s interesting to 
speculate how this particular household 
came into existence. However it was, 
here were three people whom Jesus 
counted among his closest friends. 

Martha, as is evident from the Gospel 
stories, was the practical one, Mary the 
one who preferred to ‘sit at the feet of 
Jesus’ and absorb his teaching (Luke 
10:38-42). Lazarus is simply a name, 
until the remarkable story earlier in 
John’s Gospel of his death and 
restoration to life by Jesus. The incident 
related above follows that event - a 
dinner party hosted by Martha, at which 
Mary made an extravagant and 
sacrificial gesture of devotion to Jesus. In 


Competition winners 

The following are the lucky winners of the 
competitions featured in last month’s 
edition of the Door: 

George Pulford from Kidlington, Mrs 
Armstrong from Milton Keynes, Mrs Bluck 
from Buckingham have all won copies of 
the One Stop Guide to Christianity by 
The Revd Canon David Winter. 


those respects, both of them acted true 
to character. 

Because from the time of Gregory 
the Great in the sixth century Mary of 
Bethany was identified as Mary 
Magdalene, the woman out of whom 
Jesus cast ‘seven devils’ and who was the 
first witness of the resurrection, each of 
the three had a separate feast day. 

However, a more critical view of the 
biblical evidence led the Vatican to 
recognise that this identification was 
disputable, to say the least, and the 
Church of England calendar now 
celebrates the three members of the 
family on the one day and Mary 
Magdalene on a separate one. That 
leaves each of us to make our own 
decision about the identity of the 
woman, or more probably women, who 
at different times anointed or washed 
the feet of Jesus (see Matthew 26:7, Luke 
7:38, Mark 14:8). 

Humanly speaking, the three people 
at Bethany were simply friends of Jesus - 
and yes, the Son of Man needed friends, 
as we all do. He knew and loved them 
and enjoyed sharing in the life of their 
home. Finally, in the mysterious ‘sign’ of 
the raising of Lazarus, he gave the sisters 
the greatest gift possible, the restored 
life of their brother who had died. No 
wonder Mary, in a gesture of pure and 
wonderfully extravagant worship, 
poured precious ointment on his feet. 
And no wonder that when she did, the 
whole place was filled with its fragrance. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of 
religious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many 
books including Journey to Jerusalem (BRF 
2008), The Bible Made Clear and Espresso 
Prayers ( both Lion Hudson 2008). His book, 
Seasons of the Son ( Canterbury Press ) includes 
reflections on the various festivals and holy days of 
the Christian year. 


Patricia Napper from Abingdon, Barbara 
Farrar from Ducklington and Mrs Watts 
from Tilehurst have all won copies of 
Going to Church by The Right Revd John 
Prichard. 


AUDIO VERSION 


Sight impaired people can now get a 
free audio version of The Door by 
contacting Graham Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 
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Crowds are pictured at Kirchentag 2009. 


Comings and Goings 

Revd Neil Warwick will take up post as 
Vicar of Earley St Nicolas, Reading; Revd 
David Pickering will take up post as Priest 
in Charge at Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize; Revd Dr John Reader 
will take up post as Rector of Ironstone 
Benefice; Revd James Maddern will take 
up post as Team Vicar of Brize Norton and 
Carterton; Revd Rachel Wadey will take 
up post as Hospital Chaplain at Prospect 
Park Hospital, Reading; Revd Heather 
Parbury will take up post as Priest in 


Charge at Pangbourne with Tidmarsh and 
Sulham; Revd Sally Welch will take up 
post as Assistant Priest at SS Margaret and 
Giles, Oxford; Revd Prof Bernard 
Silverman will task up post as Associate 
Priest at SS Margaret and Giles, Oxford; 
Revd Yvonne Murphy will take up post as 
Team Vicar at SS Mary and George, High 
Wycombe and Lead Chaplain; Revd Canon 
Dr Brian Meardon is retiring from his post 
as Vicar of St Michael the Archangel, 
Warfield on 1 9 July; Revd Nigel Sands has 
been given permission to officiate. 
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News 


Mission shaped giving 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 
Mr Brunner-Ellis added: ‘One 
of the crucial aspects of this pilot 
is to evaluate how a PSP might 
work in the smaller churches of 
the diocese, mostly in our rural 
areas.’ 

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revdjohn Pritchard said: ‘This is 
a great way of further releasing 
the generosity of Christians in 
response to the generosity of 
God. We all want to see God’s 
Kingdom grow in this diocese 
and for that we need both faith 
and resources. This is about 
resources. I do hope the PSP 
network prospers.’ 

Mr Gillingham said that the St 
Clement’s congregation will 


discuss the scheme before the 
PCC decides how to follow it up. 
He added: ‘Larger churches 

might need to think about a 
collaborative team. A PSP 
working alongside mission 
planning and communications 
co-ordinators might be the way 
forward. Smaller, rural churches 
might nominate a PSP to nurture 
good stewardship practice across 
several parishes.’ 

For more information on the 
scheme, or for advice on 
stewardship, email Robin 
Brunner-Ellis on robin. brunner- 
ellis@oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208254. 


Ask your Bishop 


WHAT burning questions have 
you always wanted to ask a 
bishop? 

This month the Door launches 
a four-part series inviting 
readers to ask our bishops for 
their views on whatever subjects 
they would like to know more 
about. We’ll be starting with the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, (pictured 
right). 

Please email your questions 
for Bishop John to 
door@oxford.anglican.org or 
send them to Ask Your Bishop, 



Cricket commiserations 


THE DOOR offers 

commiserations to the Oxford 
Clergy Cricket Team, who were 
knocked out of the Church Times 
Cricket Cup as the July /August 
issue went to press. 

Captain, the Revd Dr Hugh 
White, who is set to stand down 
before the next season, said: 
‘We have more players this time 


and I look forward the team 
being more successful in the 
future.’ 

Mr White’s successor as 
captain of the team will be the 
Revd Stephen Johnson, vicar of 
Sunninghill. The Oxford team 
has a long history of victories in 
the annual competition. 


Hundreds mark D Day 



Pictured are Major Douglas Goddard (seated) with the Revd Jamie Taylor, 
Mayor of Wokingham, and local dignitaries. Pic by Gordon Owen 


Hundreds of people packed 
into St Andrew’s Church, 
Sonning on Sunday 7 June for a 
special service to commemorate 
the 65 ^ anniversary of the D 
Day landings. 

The Mayor of Wokingham 
Council, the Deputy Lieutenant 
of Berkshire and the Rt. Hon. 
Theresa May MP were joined by 
senior military representatives, 
veterans and school children 


for an adapted choral evensong 
led by the the Revd. Jamie 
Taylor, Sonning vicar. 

A special ‘Tri service’ wreath 
was laid by Major Douglas 
Goddard, a veteran of the 
Sword beach landings, and a 
posy of flowers was laid at the 
memorial to a villager, Jj 
Snowball who died in the 
landings. 



THE congregation of Whaddon Way Church in Bletchley, Milton 
Keynes walked out of their building - and marched down the 
road to their new, temporary home. 

They will be meeting at the nearby Frank Moran Centre, a 
vacant local community hall, for the next few months while their 
old building is replaced. 

The walk (pictured above) was an opportunity to perform an act 
of open-air witness in the community during a recent Sunday 
service. 

‘It’s an exciting time for the church,’ said the minister, the Revd. 
Alan Bird. ‘Funnily enough, the old building was always meant to 
be temporary - it had a design life of ten years, but has served 
us extremely well for over four times that period!’ 

Whaddon Way is a united Baptist/ Church of England 
congregation and as such was one of the first of its kind in the 
United Kingdom. 

The church provides activities for young people, a lunch club, 
mums and tots, a group for those with dyslexia, numeracy and 
literacy issues and the opportunity to receive prayer. 


Coming soon to a church near 
you - Living Faith for the future 


The new ‘Living Faith’ materials 
will be distributed across the 
diocese over the next few weeks. 

Launched at diocesan synod at 
the end of June, die resources 
include a DVD, leaflets, posters, 
postcards and calling cards to help 
churchgoers connect with the new 
diocesan vision and use it to 
support their local planning for 
mission. 

At the same time a new online 
‘Living Faith’ section on the 
diocesan website has gone live. 
There is an individual ‘Living 
Faith’ pack for every benefice, 
with suggestions of how the 
material might best be used. 


Hie packs will be distributed 
over the next few weeks from the 
Area Bishops’ offices. 

Later in the year there will be 
events in each archdeaconry (5 
October Bucks, 6 October 
Oxford, 23 October Berks) to 
explore die ‘Living Faith’ ideas 
further. At this stage a Bible Study 
guide and a Healdi Check for 
local churches will also be 
available. For more information 
call 01865 208224 or email 
sarah.meyrick@oxford. 


ION LINE 


Visit www.oxford.anglican.org 

to find out more. 


Find out how an organ works 

Do you know how an organ works? Do you know all the different 
sounds it can make? Have you ever heard or played one? To 
answer these questions, and offer young people in and around 
Reading a fun day, the Berkshire Organists' Association is holding 
an event in Reading Town Hall on July 1 1 2009, from 1 0am to 
1 2.30pm. 

The event will be divided into two slots: 10-1 1am for 6-1 1 year 
olds, and 1 1 ,30am-1 2.30pm for 1 0-1 8 year olds. For more 
information email info(a)berkshireoraanists. org.uk . phone (01 18) 
958 6537 or visit www.berkshireoraanists.org.uk . 

At 7.30pm on the same day, there will be a concert in the Town 
Hall, organised by the Berkshire Maestros (Young Musicians' Trust) 
in association with the BOA which will feature a wide range of 
music, with accompaniments and solo items played by young 
organists. 


IN BRIEF 


Providing shelter 

SCOUTS from across 
Buckinghamshire teamed up 
with the charity Shelterbox for 
Big Green Box last month. 

The scouts took part in 
events including a London 
scavenger hunt and took part in 
a virtual natural disaster staged 
at Victoria Station in London. 
The week aimed to raise funds 
for the charity, which provides 
emergency shelters for those 
affected by disasters. 

In the run up to the week 
they were encouraged to camp 
outside and to raise funds for 
the charity. Scout leader 
Micelle Chalker said: ‘It was a 
great opportunity for the 
children to appreciate how 
lucky they are and how hard it 
is for people in other parts of 
the world affected by disasters 
and conflicts.' 


Actors wanted 

COULD you take to the stage 
with the Riding Lights Theatre 
Company during its 2010 
Roughshod Tour? 

The company is looking for 
actors to join the tour, which will 
see high energy performances 
with a spiritual heart taken to 
places where live theatre is rare. 
Every year the Roughshod tour 
sees five people tour between 
February and August. 

For an application pack 
contact Izzy Harris on 
lzzv@rltc.org or 01904 65531 7. 


Roots for kids 

TO celebrate the Churches' 
Year of the Child, ecumenical 
ROOTS has published Holiday 
Club resources. 

The material is suitable for 
3-1 1 year-olds, and includes an 
all-age service designed to 
complement it. A pdf can be 
downloaded from 
www.rootsontheweb.com. 


Green Bible study 

A Bible study with an 
environmental theme has been 
launched by Ruth Valerio, who 
runs A Rocha’s Living Lightly 
initiative. 

The four part study covers 
The Wonder of Creation, the 
Tragedy of the Fall, God The 
People and the Land and Our 
Future Hope. It is available from 
www.aorchalivinglightly.org.uk/. 


Creation in crisis 

Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland has produced 
resources to help churches 
observe A Time For Creation 
between 1 September and 4 
October. The materials are to 
prepare everyone for the UN 
Climate Change Summit in 
Copenhagen in December. 
For more information see 
www.ctbi.org.uk/375. 
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Looking forward to an exciting 


FUNDRAISING WITH MUSIC 
FOR YOUR CHURCH 


Entertain your parishioners 
and congregation with a 
‘light hearted’ 

Jazz & Swing concert. 

A great social evening and 
fund raising too. 

See Us! 2 nc ' Aug Jazz Cruise from Oxford 
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8/9*h Aug Bicester Jazz Festival 
16® 1 Aug Jazz Cruise from Windsor 
Call Brian Thompson on 01235 531683 
or visit www.BoulevardswinQiazz.com 
for more details. 

Full public Liability and valid P.A.T. 


Bucks County Show 

Weedon Park, Aylesbury 
Thursday 27th August 2009 


Consistently still the best one-day 
agricultural show in the country 

Lots of fun for all the family! 

Bolddog Lings Motocross Team 
The Sheep Show + Vintage Tractors + 

Food Hall + Livestock + Show Jumping + 
Shopping Marquee + 

Home & Garden Marquee + 

Countryside Area + _ 

Over 200 stands + 

FREE CAR PARKING 
TICKET HOTLINE 
0845 2305177 
Admission ADULTS £11 
CHILDREN £6 
OAP £9 
GROUP £28 

www.buckscountyshow.co.uk 



Summer’s a great time when all goes well 
and the weather doesn’t through up nasty 
surprises. The possibility of enjoying the 
great outdoors seems to free the spirit of 
most of us. 

The chance to go on short walks through the 
countryside or a stately home is always 
relaxing, taking our minds of the bustle of 
everyday life. In the summer it might not 
always be necessary to have all the 
investment in clothing that an around the 
year hiker does, but its always worth wearing 
sensible hard wearing shoes, something 
warm in case the weather changes and the 
odd snack. Most of the places you visit are 
unlikely to be far off the beaten track and as 
such there is sure to be a cafe or 
refreshment stall. If you are out walking keep 
an eye on the local churches, many open in 
the summertime with flower shows, art 
exhibitions and more besides. 

Most of us have a soft spot for animals and 
find them a great release for the stresses of 
modern life, if you are out with children, they 
certainly enjoy visiting the zoo, working 
farms and other such attractions. Midway 
between Oxford and Cheltenham you’ll find 
the Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens. 
Here you’ll find all manner of Animals from 
around the world. 

There are some 300 species of animals 
including some of the most endangered in 
the world; see the beautiful Sifaka lemur, the 
only one to be seen in the country and also, 
critically endangered, the Lac Alaotran 
Gentle lemur within the new Madagascar 
Walk-through lemur enclosure. In the 


recently re-furbished Reptile House can be 
seen baby Morelet’s crocodiles, again the 
only ones on public display and the first to 
be bred in the UK. 

So make a visit to the Park, enjoy a train 
ride, a picnic, the adventure playground and 
the children’s farmyard. The Park is open 
daily from 10am. 

If it’s farm animals that attract you, then 
you’ve only to wait until 27 August for the 
Bucks County Show held on the outskirts of 
Aylesbury town. It’s the 142nd such show so 
they must be doing something right! 
Designed to include something for all of the 
family this years show boasts vintage 
tractors, livestock, Bolddog Lings Moto 
Cross Team, Show Jumping and other live 
attractions such as a Sheep Show. If that’s 
nor enough to tempt you along possibly the 
Food Hall, Rural Craft Marquee, Home and 
Garden Marquee and Shopping Marquee 
might do the trick. In all there are over 200 
trade stands that you can visit. 

Do you like Swing Music? It was great when 
it was invented and it still has that air of 
excitement today. The Boulevard Jazz Band 
have several dates coming up in the 
summertime offering river cruises from both 
Oxford and Windsor. They’ll also be 
appearing at the Bicester Jazz Festival in 
August. All of the gigs will be a great 
opportunity to see this popular and talented 
band who are offering their services to 
churches for fund raising events. 

For details of church based events see the 
regular Doorpost diary section and stories 
throughout the paper. 


summer 
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World Vision 


t 


will I ever see 


my fifth 

birthday? 


9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases* Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p f a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these. . .you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 


Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 orvisitworldvision.org.uk 


*UNICEF (published in The Lancet, September 2008) |78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable activities.The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 
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IN BRIEF 


FAVOURITE HYMNS - Volumes l-XII 

by Derrick Hanson have themes as 
diverse as Christmas, Poetry, Charles 
Wesley’s hymns, ‘Our Time’, Prayer, 
Scripture, Special Occasions, the 
Great Composers, the Victorian Era, 
the 20th Century -with historical 
background, words and music - with 
hymnwriters from Isaac Watts 
(1674-1748), ‘the father of English 
hymnody’ to Fred Pratt Green 
(1903-2000) - and a complimentary 
CD of the chosen tunes. For an 
illustrated leaflet, contact Grasshopper 
Publishing, Box 95, Liverpool L37 7WX 
or 01704- 874040 or 
www.grasshopperpublishing.ltd.uk. 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


News 


Ride and Stride launch 

SPONSOR forms for the annual Ride 
and Stride will be available in churches 
from the start of July. 

Last year the event raised more than 
£1 1 6,000 when over 800 people chose to 
walk, cycle or ride horses around Berskhire, 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. 

Participants included Joe Appleford, 
four, who cycled 1 4-and-a-half miles from 
Woodstock to Oxford and Dorothy 
Woodword, who was in her eightieth year 
and visited 50 churches during the event. 

This years Ride and Stride takes place 
on Saturday, 1 2 September. For more 
information contact Daphne Barnes- 
Phillips (Berks) on 01 1 89 87201 7, 
Patricia Burstall (Bucks) on 01 628 
482754 or the Ven. John Morrison (Oxon) 
on 01865 876625. 


O come all ye faithful 

WHY are the people of Earley going to 
sing a Christmas carol in July? 

St Peter's Church was consecrated in 
1 844 and to give thanks for 1 65 years of 
the church the congregation is throwing a 
week long Festival of Music and the Arts, 
from Monday, 29 June. 

The fesival will include youth concerts, 
a quiz night, prayer walk and Bible study. 
There will be floral displays, craft work 
and various musical events. See 
www.earley-stpeter.org.uk or contact 
stpetersearley@btinternet.com or call 
01 1 8 966 8575 for more details. 


The Swedish link 


By Hugh White 

ST SIGFRID, who according to tradition 
founded Vaxjo diocese, our Swedish link, 
was an Englishman - if he existed. 

The Christian relationship between 
England and Sweden is longstanding. 
Influences have gone both ways. For 
instance, the revelations of St Birgitta, 
who is now a patron saint of Europe, 
were rendered into English in the 15 t ^ 1 
century and the order she founded was 
introduced into England at Syon Abbey 
by King Henry V. Birgitta’s order began 
at Vadstena on the north-eastern shore of 
Lake Vattern. 

The Abbey Church which Birgitta 
commissioned and where her relics now 
lie is a place of pilgrimage. Vadstena is 
about 120 miles to the North of Vaxjo, 
and for me, wishing to celebrate the 
Christian links between England and 
Sweden and to learn about the Swedish 
Church and Vaxjo diocese, it seemed 
good to walk those miles as a pilgrimage, 
pitching my tent where I would. I went 
via Jonkoping on the southern tip of 
Vattern where I met a choir that came to 
Deddington and Witney last year It’s a 
route St Sigfrid (if he existed) would 
surely have travelled. 

What might have been a pleasure 
turned into a penance with the returning 
winter with night time temperatures 
sometimes dipping well below zero. I was 
comforted by the hospitality of the rector 
of Savsjo and his wife, which made the 
step on to Jonkoping seem possible. 

Jonkoping is a delightful city, 
beautifully set and with many pleasing 
old buildings. The Sofia Church is one 
of these: a magnificent neo-Gothic 
edifice with a strong congregation and 


where I felt very much at home. We and 
the Swedish Church, both national 
churches committed to the service of the 
whole population of our countries, share 
a wavelength. That means we can have 
easy communication about matters that 
concern us both. 

What’s more, the Swedes see in us a 
glimpse of a likely future for them - 
lower funding levels (the Swedish 
Church is currently very well resourced, 
but it looks as if membership and 
therefore funding will decline), fewer 
professional staff and much more 
reliance on volunteers. The 

Oxford-Vaxjo link offers much both 
ways. The fifty miles to Vadstena from 
Jonkoping were much more pleasant 
than the first leg of my walk; spring was 
back, the forests opened out, there were 
magnificent views across Vattern. 

Vadstena in Holy Week was all and 
more than I had hoped - the daily offices 
maintained by the community at the 
Pilgrim Centre, the superb liturgy, 
interesting conversation with fellow- 
pilgrims, the austere and spacious 
grandeur of the Abbey Church. Vaxjo 
Cathedral is a gem, but I doubt there is 
any better place to be, in Sweden at least, 
for the high point of the Christian year 
than Vadstena. 

If you get the opportunity, try it, even 
though it’s just out of Vaxjo diocese. 
Above all, do think about taking up the 
possibilities offered by our partnership 
with Vaxjo. Parish-to-parish links are now 
what’s wanted and a trip to Sweden in 
pursuit of one offers many rewards - 
especially in summer. 

The Revd Dr Hugh White is Rector of 
Deddington with Barford, Clifton and Hempton. 


Living Faith at village fair 


CHURCHGOERS teamed up with 
Burghfield Residents Association to step 
in and save the village’s annual May Fair. 

The fair was set to not take place but 
members of St Mary’s Church were 
among the Christians who got together 
to run the event. Vicar, Gill Lovell said 
the church ran the refreshments area, 
free childrens activities and provided a 


quiet space for people to stop and chat, 
or ask for prayer. St Mary’s also started 
the day with a Songs of Praise service 
before the fair started. The event 
happened as St Mary’s began to use ideas 
from Living Faith Bishop John’s five year 
vision, in some of its activities. The 
church magazine has been re-branded as 
Living Faith in Burghfield. 


■seedsof 
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Thank You 

from the Church Urban Fund 

To the people and churches in the Oxford diocese 


020 7S9B 1667 


"Our diocese nas benefited from A t grants from 
Chur cb Urban Fund, which nave made a lasting 
difference to the lives of many people in our most 
disadvantaged parishes J* 

Pfrr fiiflhr MM JMN Phfthinil Diihe? m 1 

As this rnflHion drejipm, pngple mtip lure inltiiMTiprf deprived 
COrmneniMes in England are seeing tticvr srlmlicin worsen, Aij a rpfuil, 
Church Urbnr. Tijnd Is serir.: an lrnrr.v.p in ilenvsnd for ccin-.niunftytMwid 
wvicm. Wpwlallylhmc sn.iE pllcr he p such ns debt CDiintet'.nq. 
'Dcoiinkr tr s we vr :.n\ iir.| our Seeds at Mope campaign .vs a 
response- !□ the rccessifin.Ovw the rw-il two years we are .i-minq double 
the number of prejEdi we can support across the cpurYlry. 

Church Urban fund Aupput t* Ikv ^iltlasivfi werklrq with enliven and 
fare ei at hits, th-e unenuMoved una thoie in debt. At a l«me qf need it ft 
the paowl wh* onen luiny iht mwi. 


Qiurdh Urban Fund Raising money, changing lives 
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Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emmett 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk 
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Spotlight on... 


Advertising Feature 

A time to 
advertise 


You've got an important message to communicate, it 
could be something to sell, it could be a vacancy to fill 
or even an event to attract people to. Advertising is 
the answer. A simple effective message can reach 
thousands of people, clearly and swiftly and repay the 
cost many times over. 

We all know of an advertisement that we've seen 
sometime that really sticks with us. 

This newspaper is one of six Anglican newspapers for 
which Cornerstone Vision is responsible for the paid 
for advertising. The advertising is both a service to 
the advertisers and readers and also helps to make 
sure that the papers continue to flourish from the 
valuable income. 

Just what should you put into an advertisement? You 
could almost say as little as possible. Keep your 
message clear but do include all the important facts 
that you wish to reach the readers with. Make sure 
that you allow enough time for the advertisement to 
be effective particularly if you are hoping people will 
travel to an event. Photographs and illustrations can 
work well at attracting the eye, but only if you haven't 
filled the booked space with too much text. 

The team at Cornerstone are only too happy to 
discuss your advertising and your budget on this or 
any of our other titles, so do give us a call on 
01752 225623. 


Email: roy@cornerstonevision.com 
Is it advertising that you are after? The above number 
only looks after the paid for advertising in this title. If 
you are hoping to include a story on the editorial 
pages or a listing in an events guide it's best that you 
contact the editor direct. Remember that as with most 
publications the editor will not be in a position to 
guarantee inclusion in the pages, but the coverage 
will be free. For the best effect its worth having a 
word with the editor, or send an email to them and 
place a paid for advertisement as well: this doubles 
your chance of getting noticed! 

Whoever you contact do have a daytime contact 
name and phone number handy in case they need to 
get back to you. Newspapers are very time sensitive 
and being able to speak directly with you can 
sometimes make the difference between being 
featured in the paper or not. 

You can find the editor's phone number and email 
address elsewhere in this paper. 



Vocations 

Called to serve... coffee and a warm welcome 



As part of the Door’s 

ongoing series exploring 
vocations Claire Britton tells 
of her journey from nursing 
to managing a church-run 
coffee shop. 

I have been in nursing for over 20 years, 
so how did I find myself managing the 
Well, a cafe run by Barley Hill Church, 
Thame? 

I have also dabbled in catering for 
large events and I love cooking. Those 
people who know me will know that I like 
to be busy. The problem with being busy 
is that sometimes you don’t stop to find 
out if you are being the right kind of 
busy. 

I believe that God has a purpose for 
each of us and I was beginning to feel 
that I should be doing something else. 
About 18 months ago I remember 
praying that I needed clarification on 
what I was supposed to be doing and 
asking God to make it really clear in neon 
lights. 

Well nothing happened and I forgot 
about the prayer. Several months later 
someone in church talked about a team 
that were looking into the possibility of a 
cafe project. I thought I was going to 
explode. A voice inside my head was 
telling me to talk to someone about it 
there. That’s not the way I do things, but 
I did. 

I then prayed and asked friends to pray 
about my involvement. I found myself 
wanting to be part of taking it forward. At 
this point I felt that I was at the top of a 

Stewardship 

Following our fronf page story 
the Door found ouf how fwo 
churches in fhe diocese 
approach giving. 

GIVING went up by more than 20 per 
cent last year even though no collection 
plate was passed around at St Michael’s 
Church, Tilehurst. 

The church has had a stewardship 
committee for more than 30 years and 
most congregation members give their 
tithes and offerings through gift aid 
envelopes and bankers’ orders. However, 
that is going to change. Denise Easteal, 
chair of the stewardship committee, said: 
‘We are going to start sending a plate 
round for the newer people who are not 
familiar with the way that we work. 

‘Last year our giving increased from 
£50,000 to £62,000 thanks to a campaign. 
‘There are 240 people on our electoral 
roll and most are involved in our giving 
scheme. We encourage them by writing 
to them to keep them informed about 
the running costs of the church and the 
amount we need cover our operating 
expenses.’ 

St Michael’s has had help from Robin 
Brunner-Ellis, and has the Liverpool 
Diocese’s Giving in Grace resources for its 
campaign. ‘There were lots of materials 
we could use for our particular campaign 
and the whole idea of Giving in Grace was 
one which really fitted in with the values 


elm like a glider wanting to jump on m 
order to fly, but I was too scared so stayed 
put. 

I thought ‘I’m a nurse, it is what I do’ 
and I decided that I needed to put God 
to the test. I felt that I needed to have 
some real reassurances about how I could 
continue certain aspects of my nursing 
and how the project was to be funded. 
Every time I thought that a door would 
be shut I found it would fling straight 
open before I had even got there. 

I began to feel what can only be 
described as an inner peace, although I 
was still terrified of venturing into new 
territory. The timing and venture felt 
right but we were entering a recession. 
Who starts a business up in those 
conditions other than God? So I handed 
in my notice for nursing and now work at 
the Well. 

I had and continue to have a real sense 
of peace and rightness about the 
decision. I know that I am being upheld 


of our church. We were quite successful. 
We went into an interregnum just as we 
were starting. From a planning 
perspective it was well underway but we 
didn’t have the leadership from the 
pulpit explaining how important it was. 

‘We communicated through letters 
and pew notices. Giving went up by more 
than 20 per cent, from £50,000 to 
£62,000. We hadn’t had a good campaign 
for three or four years so the time was 
right to do it.’ 


m prayer and it is amazing that stutt 1 
thought would stress me out just hasn’t. I 
am grateful to a loving heavenly father 
for that. This is something that I do not 
do in my own strength, whereas in 
nursing I did. 

I think that all the things I have done in 
the past I am drawing on now. It is an 
amazing privilege that I have been 
supported and encouraged by family, 
friends and my church to do what I 
believe God wants me to be doing for the 
here and now. 

The Well on the Corner of Wellington and 
North Street, Thame serves coffee, cakes 
and light lunches. It provides high chairs, 
WiFi access, toys and complimentary 
newspapers. 



Hot on the heels of that the church 
launched another campaign, to raise 
£300,000 for a restoration work. ‘We’ve 
already raised £180,000 towards that. 
We’ve got some funding from various 
organisations and some from the 
congregation. St Michael’s gives 10 per 
cent of the money it receives through its 
giving programmes to nominated 
charities, currently the charity Anglican 
mission agency USPG. 


St Mary’s, Princes Risborough: 

‘All things come from you... and of 
your own do we give you.' These 
words from our communion service 
are the basis of our Christian 
stewardship writes Debby 
Cadwaliader. 

We have an annual Stewardship 
Sunday, which is held in November, on 
the Sunday before Advent. This is an 
opportunity for members of the 
congregation (pictured left at their parish weekend away) to review their contribution 
to the life of the Church and their financial giving. 

This year a presentation was given at both of our morning services, explaining the 
biblical basis of Christian Stewardship. We send out leaflets and a reply form to the 
congregation. It is an opportunity for people to review the time and talents they give 
to the life of church as well as their financial giving and we stress that they can give 
up doing something as well as volunteering for new commitments. 

On the basis of pledged giving through the stewardship scheme, we are able to plan 
our budget and charitable giving. The PCC is committed to giving 20 per cent of our 
income to charity. The majority of the charities are Christian and based on mission; 
some are secular but local. Members of the congregation propose charities and 
provide information about them and the PCC votes on which to support. In this way 
we try to give something back in thanks for all that God has given us. 
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Family 


The Mothers’ Union factor 


An unemployed 25-year-old 
was put through his paces 
when he was sent to live with 
Mothers’ Union volunteer Pat 
Dancer, 83, tor a reality 
television show. Jo Duckies 
reports. 

B eer- loving Chris would not 
lift a finger to help at home 
when the BBC placed him in 
Pat’s Buckinghamshire 

cottage. A documentary 
production crew for Kick Out The Kids, 
which focused on the fact that almost a 
third of people in their 20s in the UK are 
still living at home with mum and dad. 

Chris, a gardener by trade, usually slept 
on the sofa of his mother’s one 
bedroomed flat. Although claimed he 
couldn’t find employment while his 
mum held down two jobs, he would not 

Good parenting at an early 
stage can help avoid the 
situation described above. 

The Door finds out how the 
Mothers’ Union is helping. 

P ARENTS’ achievements with their 
children are what make running 
Mother’s Union classes so rewarding 
for the facilitators. 

There are classes across the Oxford 
Diocese and beyond, including one 
launched at All Saints, Wokingham, as a 
community outreach project. There the 
team of facilitators includes former 
teachers Pam Creech and Veronica 
Upstone. Both have children and 
grandchildren of their own and despite 
their years of experience they say the 
courses have helped them learn more 
about parenting. They were delighted 
when mothers at the poorer end of the 
social scale began attending. 

‘It’s very rewarding. One mum 
recently said she would normally scream 
at her little boy when he was naughty. 
Instead on one occasion she held him at 
arm’s length when he threw a trainer at 
her. He did it again and she did the same 


YouthView 

by Charlotte 

L ast year I was part of a MOUSE 

team from the Bridgebuilder Trust, 
and it was an unforgettable 
experience. MOUSE stands for Moving 
On Up Schools Education and is an 
amazing way to reach out to young people 
in a supportive way while giving them 
God’s word. 

I was part of a team of around 10 
young people who travelled around 
Milton Keynes’ primary schools to give 
an assembly to the year six students 
about the all important move to 
secondary school. The aim was to 



help with domestic chores or cooking. 

His stint with Pat, a former member of 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service, 
appeared to change all that. The 
octogenarian allowed him his freedom to 
go clubbing on the Saturday night, on 
the grounds he would get up and go to 
church with her the next day. On camera 
he stated he was set to sink at least 12 
pints to get ready for church the next 
morning. And, to Pat’s disapproval, he 
didn’t make it out of bed in time. He 
later redeemed himself by excelling at 
the housework and, after wondering 
how to have fun, challenged Pat to a cake 
baking contest. 

The cakes were tested by members of 
Pat’s home group, which Chris attended. 
Pat, whose late husband was a sober 
alcoholic and on film said she 
‘disapproves of young people enjoying 
being “out of it” on alchohol’. She 
attends Holy Trinity Church, Penn, and 
is a parenting facilitator for the Mothers’ 
Union. 



She said: ‘My husband said to me “the 
greatest function of a parent is to make 
itself unnecessary to its children”. He 
taught me the importance of depending 
on God first. 

‘Before he died he said the trouble 
with dependency on humans is we let 
people down or they let us down. Fear 
and faith don’t live very well in the same 
head. I like to use my influence to help 
people wherever I can, as it said in the 
film. It was a life-changing experience 



thing and he ran oil and played. She 
praised him for listening to her,’ said Mrs 
Upstone. 

‘She’s also spent time with her 
children, reading stories to her daughter 
who is a toddler and playing computer 
games with her son. She bathed her 
children and they went to bed at 7.30pm, 
when normally they wouldn’t settle down 
until 10pm. They do need to be aware it’s 
not always like that, we do all have 
failures and they have to accept that, 


move forward and try again.’ 

Mrs Upstone criticised government 
plans to force mums and dads to go on 
parenting courses. ‘I’m not sure that 
works, because they won’t want to be 
there. Before joining us these women 
and their families might have thought 
parenting courses were a waste of time. 
They might have thought middle-class 
people would patronise them but now 
they know that’s not true. What’s great is 
that they are telling their friends, and 


reassure the pupils about the move up 
and answer their questions in a fun and 
creative way The project lasts for three 
weeks with the first week being a 
training week, when we were shown how 
to be a good role model. It is important 
as it bonds the team together and 
creates time to put together the skit that 
we use to kick start the main part of our 
assembly. 

Each year MOUSE bases the assembly 
on a biblical character who goes on a 
journey similar to that of the students 
moving to secondary school. Last year 
we had Jonah and his journey of making 
decisions and doing the right thing. The 
skit gets the children involved and takes 
away the formalities of an assembly as 
the following activities include games in 


which children are encouraged to take 
part. The assembly itself gives the 
children direction in their move and 
helps dissolve any insecurities they 
might have. I think MOUSE teams are 
so important not only for supporting the 
children in their move to secondary 
school, but also as a way of reaching out 
into the community in which we live in 
an unforgettable way. I do voluntary 
work in Milton Keynes and children 
recognise me and remember the 
assembly which proves just how 
successful it is. Not only does the 
project help, encourage and support the 
children but helps to develop each 
person on the team as an individual. To 
begin with I was very apprehensive 
about standing up in front of a hall of 


and my purpose in doing it was to be 
helpful to other people. I like to help 
young people realise they should be 
helpful to others and can help people 
with addictions and their relatives get the 
support they need.’ 

And Pat believes she had a positive 
effect on Chris. She says: ‘We had a good 
relationship. At heart he was a very good 
boy although he was taking his mum for 
granted. He has taken on board the idea 
that he should be looking after her 
better. He is cooking more and hopefully 
he’ll be able to wash and iron his own 
clothes.’ 

‘Mum, I’m starving, when are you 
going to come home?’ Chris said, during 
one of the last scenes of the film, as the 
camera panned out to show him talking 
on his mobile as he was cooking a 
spaghetti Bolognese. 

And the verdict from his long suffering 
mum was: ‘Pat did really well with him. 
She got far more out of him than I have 
ever done.’ 

passing on what they have learnt to 
them.’ 

Mrs Creech said: ‘I have a grandson 
who is three and a grand daughter who is 
four-and-a-half and I have learnt a lot 
that I have passed on to my children, 
through doing this. I was at the mothers 
and toddlers group when one mum told 
me she had implemented what she’d 
learnt on the course. She said one of her 
children was riding his bike and the 
other dressing himself. I gave her a hug. 
It’s so worthwhile when you can help 
mums who don’t have the support of 
grandparents the way I did or my 
children do.’ The course facilitators 
complete a training course which takes 
place over four Saturdays. Once 
participants have completed a learning 
journal, and a portfolio of evidence to 
show how they ran their first facilitation 
classes, they get an Open College 
Network Accreditation qualification, 
which makes a great addition to their CV. 
The facilitators course is to take place in 
the autumn, either in Milton Keynes or 
at Cuddesdon. 

For more information contact Pennie 
Kennedy on projects@muoxford.org or 
call 01865 848633. 



children and giving them a message, but 
now I am confident in many aspects of 
my life and feel that MOUSE has 
contributed enormously to that. 

In addition I came away with some 
amazing friends and an experience I will 
never forget and want to do over again. 

Charlotte is 1 7. To find out more about 
MOUSE teams see www.mkbt.org.uk 



Advertising Feature 


theDoor JULY/ AUGUST 2009 


Advertising Feature 

Vacancies & Appointments 

With over 35,000 copies of the The Door distributed through churches in 
the Oxford Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to advertise your vacancies 
in local churches. Other Christian and charitable organisations, including 
faith based schools and colleges, can also benefit from this targeted 
readership. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers published through 
Cornerstone Vision. We can help take your message throughout Anglican 
Diocese in the South and East of the country. 

The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The Wey - Guildford; 

Pompey Chimes - Portsmouth; Sarum Link - Salisbury and Grapevine - 
Bath and Wells. 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 


St Mary’s Church, Banbury 
Director of Music (Organist & Choir Trainer) 
An exciting opportunity for an inspiring musician 

We are an active parish with a strong musical tradition. We seek 
someone at ease with both traditional and contemporary music 
to work with the incumbent and a supportive team in developing 
the music to enhance our worship. The three-manual organ is 
of cathedral quality. RSCM rates & fees to be negotiated. 

The post is subject to an enhanced CRB check. 

Closing date: 17th July 2009 - Interviews: Friday 24th July 

Details from: Revd. Linda Green 01295 262370 or 
linda@revgreen.wanadoo.co.uk 


Church Strategy Consultant 

Do you need help to formulate your vision 
and strategy? 

Experienced consultant and ordained priest will 
help you with everything from vision to detailed plans. 
Workshops - interviews - parish/local audits - plans - 
budgets - priorities - ecumenical and interfaith work 
Revd Heather Serjeant 
Email: heatherserjeant@aol.com 
Tel: 0118 946 1296 Mob: 07702 113544 

Analysis Essentials, 4AThe Mount, Caversham, Reading RG4 7RU 


Good news for car buyers... 
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...we can find 
the right car for 
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FOUNDATIONS 



ddiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 


Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 
Training School at Risdon Farm. Jacobstowe, 
near Okehampton offers the following Diploma 
programme covering 
Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis 
Process Relapse Prevention programme with 
our clients. This training and the Genesis 
tools are used throughout the programme at 
Gilead: £318 We also have a correspondence 
course on counselling by Jay Adams: £954 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Gilead Foundations is offering a limited number of scholarship places to suitable candidates who would like to 
study at ACTS. Don’t lose out. sign up NOW 
The details: 

• Training period: approx 12 months 

• Accommodation: Accommodation at Gilead Foundations, Risdon Farm will be free. If you are eligible for 

housing benefit. Gilead Foundations will be claiming for this. Food will be 
supplied in the community dining room, free of charge. 

• Typical week: 5 days training (2 days in the classroom and 3 days practical at the rehabilitation centre), 1 day 
off. plus all trainees would be expected to be at the Gilead church on Sunday morning. 

• Codes of practice: Trainees must agree to abide by a code of practice (a copy is available on application). 

• Study materials: All study material will be paid for by Gilead Foundations 

If you, or someone you know would like more information about ACTS or would like 
to make an application, please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 

FaX: 01837 851520, laura.alm@gilead.org.uk.www.gilead.org.uk 



Grab a God moment in your busy life... 


Word/Live is an exciting online experience that puts the Bible at your finger tips. It’s 
flexible, interactive and completely free. 


Word/Live’s range of creative approaches helps you to meet God through the Bible and 
prayer: watch a video, listen to a podcast, dig deeper into further study or dip into creative 
prayer and meditation. 


Thousands of people are already using Word/Live to transform their experience of the 
Bible and deepen their relationship with God. 


YOU CAN TOO! 


Registered Charity no 213422 




Scripture 

Minion 


try WordLIve today by visiting www,iiVordUve,org 
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Prayer 8c Features 



November, “What Computers can do for 
your Choir”. Oxford administers the 
Bishop of Oxford’s Bronze and Silver 
Awards examinations in June and 
September each year. In 2008, 43 people 
were presented with Bronze or Silver 
Awards and a further nine with Gold. 
Successful candidates were presented 
with their certificates by the Dean of 
Christ Church Cathedral in November. 


Terence Carter is Secretary, RSCM Oxford 
Area and Chairman, RSCM Oxfordshire 
District. 


ONLINE 


For more information about local events 

see www.rscm-oxford.org.uk. To 

become a member or make a donation 

see www.rscm.com/membership 


Tuning up with the RSCM 


A RANGE of activities organised by 
the Royal School of Church Music 
are under way in the Diocese of 
Oxford, writes Terence Carter. 

Last year 52 people were presented 
with Bishop of Oxford Awards, from the 
RSCM, for their musical achievements. 
They were aged from eight to people in 
their 70s, and the RSCM would love more 
people to have a go. RSCM Oxford is one 
of 42 areas in England and Wales, and is 
divided into three districts: Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

The Annual Choirs’ Festival is normally 
directed by a cathedral organist. A choir 
of 300 or more sings a choral evensong. 
The music is a balance of pieces which 
participants can take back to their own 
choirs, with more adventurous items 
which will be outside their normal 
repertoire. The next festival will be 
directed by Christopher Robinson, 
formerly organist and director of music 
at St John’s College, Cambridge, at 


Dorchester Abbey on 10 October. 

A non-residential three-day course for 
Choristers takes place during the Easter 
holidays, normally at Magdalen College 
School with daily services in Magdalen 
College Chapel. Two of the choristers are 
awarded scholarships to the RSCM 
Residential Course in Bath in August. 

Around 80 choristers are instructed by 
four housemasters before coming 
together under the Course Director, 
Peter Smith, of Magdalen College 
School. The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John Pritchard, was present on the 
final day. He also presided at the Maundy 
Thursday service at the Cathedral, when 
30 choristers from the course were 
selected to form the choir. 

Other events include a Meet, Eat and 
Sing, Choral and Conducting 
Workshops, Singing Days, Organ 
Training, Singing Tours of Churches, 
Songs of Praise, Sight Singing, Voice 
Production and, coming up on 14 


July/August prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


He was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became 
dazzling white. . . . suddenly a 
bright cloud overshadowed them, 
and from the cloud a voice said, 
“This is my Son, the Beloved; 
with him I am well pleased; listen 
to him!” (Mt 17:2,5 NRSV) 

Pray to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for: 

JULY 

Wed 1 : Community of St John 
the Baptist, Begbroke: leaders Sr 
Mary Stephen, Sr Ann Verena, 
chaplain Lister Tonge. Community of 
the Companions of Jesus the 
Good Shepherd, Begbroke: 
superior Sr Ann Verena, warden 
Lister Tonge, the sisters of the orders. 

Thu 2: Third Order of the Society 
of St Francis: the minister general, 
the minister provincials, minister 
provincial European Province 
Joanna Coney; area ministers: 

Sheila Hazel, Hazel Berry; area 
formation guardians: Pam Halliwell, 
Colin Bass, Margaret Ellis; the 
members of the order. 

Fri 3: Thomas the Apostle Society 
of the Sacred Mission, Milton 
Keynes: prior Frank Green, the 
brothers of the order. 

Sat 4: All Saints Sisters of the 
Poor, Oxford: leader Sr Helen Mary, 
the sisters of the order. 

Sun 5: 4^ after Trinity Those being 
ordained this weekend. 

Mon 6: Thomas More, scholar, 
and John Fisher, bishop, reformation 
martyrs Community of St Mary the 
Virgin, Wantage: superior Mother 
Winsome, warden Bishop Stephen 
Cottrell, chaplain Robert Teare, the 
sisters of the order. 

Tue 7: Community of the Sisters 
of the Love of God, Oxford: 

reverend mother Sr Margaret 
Theresa, warden The Revd Dr 
Andrew Teal, the sisters of the order. 

Wed 8: Society of the Precious 
Blood, Taplow: superior the 
reverend mother, the sisters of the 
order. 

Thu 9: Newport Deanery: area 
dean Christa Pumfrey, lay chairman 
Rod Cannon, ecumenical 
representative Beverley Hollins. The 


people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Frl 10: Gate (Gayhurst, 
Ravenstone, Stoke Goldington, 
Weston Underwood): clergy Christa 
Pumfrey, LLM Geoff Morris. The staff 
and pupils of Stoke Goldington (VC) 
School. 

Sat 1 1 : Benedict of Nursia, abbot, 
founder of western monasticism 

Elmore Abbey, Newbury, Order of 
St Benedict: prior Simon Jarrett, the 
brothers of the order. 

Sun 1 2: 5^ after Trinity Hanslope 
with Castlethorpe: clergy Gary 
Eccleston; LLM Eric Dodworth. 

Mon 1 3: Lamp (Emberton, 
Haversham, Little Linford, 
Tyringham, Filgrave): clergy 
Richard Caddell; LLMs Andrew 
Geary, Wendy Reidel. 

Tue 14 s John Keble, priest, 
Tractarian, poet Keble College, 
Oxford: the master, fellows and 
students of the college. 

Wed 15: Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes, Newton 
Blossomville: clergy Christa 
Pumfrey. 

Thu 1 6: The staff and pupils of 
Newton Blossomville (VC) School. 

Frl 17: Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy 
Michael Godfrey, Glynis Bell, Janet 
Lawrence; LLMs Mervyn Evans, 

Colin Taylor. 

Sat 18: Elizabeth Ferard, 
deaconess, founder of the 
Community of St Andrew Sisters of 
St Etheldreda (Associate Sisters 
of the Community of St Andrew), 
Milton Keynes: clergy Sr Hazel; 
warden Basil Jones. 

Sun 19: 6th after Trinity, Gregory, 
bishop of Nyssa, and Macrina, 
deaconess, teachers of the faith 
Olney: clergy Clare Wood, Val 
Reveley; LLM Rena Partridge. 

Mon 20: Margaret of Antioch, 
martyr Sherington with Chicheley, 
North Crawley, Astwood and 
Hardmead: clergy Mandy Marriot; 
LLMs John Fielding, Pam Fielding. 

Tue 21 : The staff and pupils of 
North Crawley (VC) and Sherington 
(VC) Schools. 

Wed 22: Mary Magdalene, disciple 

Wallingford deanery: Area Dean 


Edward Carter, lay chairman Graham 
Goy. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Thu 23: Cholsey and Moulsford: 

clergy Andrew Petit, Valerie Gibbons, 
John Mackney. 

Fri 24: The Churn (Aston Tirrold, 
Blewbury, Hagbourne, North 
Moreton, South Moreton, Upton): 

clergy Jason St John Nicolle, Louise 
Butler, Anthony Lury; LLM , lay 
pastor Beryl Hill. 

Sat 25: James the Great, apostle, 
martyr The staff and pupils of 
Hagbourne (VC) School. 

Sun 26: 7 th after Trinity Didcot 
group ministry (including 
Ladygrove): clergy Karen Beck, 
Allen Edwards, Hugh Boorman; 

LLMs including Nick Hards, Stuart 
Roberts. 

Mon 27: Brooke Foss Westcott, 
bishop, teacher of the faith The staff 
and pupils of Didcot All Saints (VA) 
School. 

Tue 28: Didcot St Peter: clergy 
Edward Carter, James Baker; LLMs 
Fran Childs, Jenny Loder. 

Wed 29: William Wilberforce, 
Josephine Butler, social reformers 
The staff and pupils of Didcot 
Northbourne (VA) School. 

Thu 30: Silas, companion of Paul 

Harwell with Chilton: clergy Chris 
Stott, Bruce Keeble; LLM Steve 
Ward. 

Fri 31: Ignatius of Loyola, founder 
of the Society of Jesus Wallingford 
Team Ministry (including 
Crowmarsh Gifford): clergy David 
Rice, Jeremy Goulston, Jim Spence, 
Janice Chilton. 

AUGUST 

Sat 1 : The staff and pupils of 
Crowmarsh Gifford (VC), Brightwell 
Cum Sotwell (VC), and Wallingford 
St Nicholas (VC) Schools. 

Sun 2: 8^ after Trinity Wantage 
Deanery: Area Dean John 
Robertson, lay chairman Nigel 
Baring, associate clergy Antonia 
Cretney, chaplain to the deaf Roger 
Williams. The people, wardens, 

PCCs and support staff of the 
deanery. 

Mon 3: Grove: clergy John 
Robertson, Paul Gooding, Paul Eddy 
(ordained at Petertide); LLM Sue 


Powditch. 

Tue 4: The pupils and staff of 
Grove (VC) School. 

Wed 5: Wantage: clergy John 
Salter, George de Burgh Thomas, 
Paul Faint, Keith Kinnaird. 

Thu 6: The Transfiguration of Our 
Lord The staff and pupils of Wantage 
Primary (VC) School. 

Fri 7: Hanney, Denchworth and 
East Challow: clergy Anthony Hogg. 

Sat 8: Dominic, founder of the 
Order of Preachers The staff and 
pupils of Hanney (VC) and East 
Challow (VC) Schools. 

Sun 9 i 9 th after Trinity, Mary 
Sumner, founder of the Mothers’ 
Union Ridgeway (Childrey, West 
Challow, Letcombe Bassett, 
Letcombe Regis, Sparsholt, 
Kingston Lisle): clergy Alan Wadge, 
LLM Emeritus Serena Gledhill. The 
staff and pupils of Childrey The 
Ridgeway (VC) School. 

Mon 10: Laurence, deacon at 
Rome, martyr Wantage Downs 
(East Hendred, West Hendred, 
Ardington, Lockinge): clergy 
Elizabeth Birch, as she begins her 
ministry in Wantage Downs, Jean 
Page, Sr Patricia Gordon; LLM 
Elaine Steer. 

Tue 1 1 : Clare of Assisi, founder of 
the Minoresses Community of St 
Clare, Witney: abbess Sr Paula 
Fordham, the sisters of the order. 

Wed 12: The staff and pupils of 
Hendreds (VA) School. 

Thu 13: Florence Nightingale, 
nurse, and Octavia Hill, social 
reformers Wendover Deanery: Area 
Dean Mark Dearnley, lay chairman 
Gavin Oldham, ecumenical 
representative Norman Dick, 
associate clergy Kevan Royle. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Fri 14: Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp: clergy Elizabeth 
M oxley. 

Sat 15: Mary, mother of Our Lord 

Ellesborough, The Kimbles and 
Stoke Mandeville: clergy Jan 
Henderson; LLM Julie Willis. 

Sun 16: 10 ^ after Trinity The staff 
and pupils of Great Kimble (VC) 
School. 


Mon 1 7: Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden: 

clergy Rosie Harper, Joanna Gallant; 
LLM Patricia Neale; pastoral 
assistant Nadine Rose. 

Tue 18: The staff and pupils of 
Great Missenden (VC) School. 

Wed 1 9: Hawridge with 
Cholesbury and St Leonards: 

clergy David Burgess, Ivor Cornish. 

Thu 20: William and Catherine 
Booth, founders of the Salvation 
Army The staff and pupils of 
Hawridge and Cholesbury (VA) 
School. 

Fri 21: Little Missenden: clergy 
John Simpson; LLM Gareth Beynon. 

Sat 22: The staff and pupils of 
Little Missenden (VA) School. 

Sun 23: 11 th after Trinity The 
former residents of Burford Priory 
who are on retreat as they wait for 
their new home in Worcestershire to 
be completed. 

Mon 24: Batholemew, apostle 

Prestwood and Great Hampden: 

clergy Deiniol Kearley-Heywood; 

LLM Christine Marsh. 

Tue 25: The Lee: clergy David 
Burgess, Ivor Cornish. 

Wed 26: The staff and pupils of 
Lee Common (VC) School. 

Thu 27: Monica, mother of 
Augustine of Hippo Wendover and 
Halton: clergy Mark Dearnley, Em 
Coley, Bernard Roberts; LLMs Ruth 
Dearnley, Joe Groat; youth worker 
Paul Hammett. 

Fri 28: Augustine of Hippo, bishop, 
teacher of the faith Weston Turville: 
clergy David Wales, Susan Fellows. 

Sat 29: Beheading of John the 
Baptist The staff and pupils of 
Weston Turville (VA) School. 

Sun 30 12 th after Trinity, John 
Bunyan, spiritual writer Our link 
diocese of Kimberley and Kuruman 
(Southern Africa): Bishop Oswald 
Swartz, the clergy and people of the 
diocese; dean Brian Beck, staff and 
people of St Cyprian’s Cathedral, 
Kimberley. 

Mon 31 i Aidan of Lindisfarne, 
bishop, missionary Our link diocese 
of Vaxjo (Sweden): Bishop Sven 
Thidevall, the clergy and people of 
the diocese. 
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FOUND ATI OH S 

UNLOCKING 

PEOPLE 

RELEASING 

POTENTIAL 

Gilead Foundations 
Charity is a drug & 
alcohol rehabilitation 
centre based in North 
Devon. 

To find out more 
contact us at: 

Gilead Foundations 
Charity, Risdon Farm, 
Jacobstowe, 
Okehampton, Devon 
EX20 3AJ 

Tel: 01837 851240 
Fax: 01837 851520 


A 


www.gilead.org.uk 


Feature 


A guide to the debate 


oday, over a quarter of priests in 
the Church of England are 
women. After more than a 
decade of women’s priestly 
ministry, many people in the 
Church feel ordaining them to the 
episcopate is a logical and appropriate step. 
However, opposition has not died away and 
the number of people in the Church who 
believe that women should not hold the 
office of bishop cannot be ignored. The 
House of Bishops’ Working Party on 
Women in the Episcopate was set up in 
2001 under the chairmanship of the Bishop 
of Rochester. Its report was published in 


November 2004 and, following various 
debates draft legislation is now being 
prepared to enable women to be bishops 
while allowing an honourable place in the 
Church of England for those opposed. 

The role of Bishop has its origins in the 
very early church and the office of Bishop 
has been one of the marks of continuity in 
the Church. 

The Church of England has always been 
an Episcopal church but some expressions 
of the role of Bishop have changed to 
respond to different eras in the life of the 
Church. The foundational roles of all 
bishops are: 


• To be a missionary for the Gospel in 
the world 

• To be a teacher of the faith and a 
keeper of orthodoxy 

• To be a focus and expression of the 
unity of the Church 

• To be a sign of the universal church in 
a particular locality 

• To ordain and appoint priests and 
deacons who function as an extension of 
the Bishop’s ministry in their sacramental, 
teaching and pastoral roles. 

This guide is intended to support prayerful 
reflection and study of the issues by deaneries, 
parishes and individuals. 


Arguments for . . 


F rom Scripture: Scripture teaches the 
essential dignity and equality, and the 
complementary nature of the whole of 
humanity before God. 

Women played an important part in 
Jesus’s life and ministry. In this way Jesus 
radically challenges the belief of 
contemporary Jewish society that women 
were inferior. The Book of Acts and the 
epistles show women working alongside 
men in the life and ministry of the early 
church. There is evidence that women 
featured prominently in the Pauline 
mission. It resulted in the ‘elevation of 
women to a place in religious work for 
which we have little contemporary 
parallel. ’(Banks, R (1980) Paul’s Idea of 
Community ppl57,160.) 

F rom tradition: Christian tradition is not 
static but dynamic and can develop 
under the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The ordination of women to the 
priesthood and to the episcopate can, in 
time, form part of the Christian tradition, 
as has the doctrine of the Trinity; a doctrine 
that was not recognised as part if the 
Christian tradition until the fourth and fifth 
centuries. 

F rom reason and experience: There is 
widespread support for the ordination 
of women bishops within the Church of 
England. 

Many have had a very positive experience 
of women’s ministry in the Church and this 


has made them supportive of the idea of 
women bishops. Women have a sense that 
their call to the ordained ministry is a call 
from God. They give the same sort of 
testimony that men give as evidence of a 
genuine call, and these should be accepted 
in a similar way. 

The Church’s proclamation of the Gospel 
in today’s society lacks credibility if women 
are not perceived to have equal status with 
men before God and their gifts, offered to 
the ministry of the Church equally valued. 

If women are ordained as bishops, the 
Church will benefit more fully from the 
particular gifts women have to offer and it 
will become more truly representative. 

Ordaining women as bishops will remove 
an obstacle to the development of Anglican- 
Methodist relations and would facilitate 
ecumenical dialogue with a range of other 
churches who already ordain women to all 
levels of their ministry. The current 

Questions for reflection/group discussion 

la. Read Genesis 1 : 27-28 

What does this passage tell us about God's creation of humankind and his original 
purpose for humanity? 

lb. Read Genesis 3: 1 -1 9 

How does this passage add to or change our view of God's purpose for humanity? 

2. Read Romans 16:1-16 

Some would say that Junia, an apostle, was a woman. What does this passage tell us 
about the role women played in the early church? 

Note: For verse 7 the original text is ambiguous. 


situation is unjust to women and an 
infringement of their rights, as it would be 
if they were still not allowed to be High 
Court judges or chief executives in business 
or industry. In society where women are 
now found in every kind of role, many 
assume it must be right for women also to 
be bishops; indeed some people are 
surprised that it is not already the case. 



The future challenge 


F ollowing the publication of the 
Rochester report two major 
practical issues have occupied the 
mind of General Synod: firstiy, whether 
women should be appointed as bishops 
on the same terms as men or whether 
there should be restrictions on their 
exercising of the Episcopal office; and 
secondly, what action, if any, the Church 
should take with respect to those who, as 
a matter of conscience, could not accept 
the ministry of female bishops. 

After the vote in General Synod in 
1992 in favour of the ordination of 
women as priests, provision was made 
for those who, in conscience, could not 
accept that decision. Parishes since 
have been able to opt to receive 
alternative episcopal oversight from a 


Provincial Episcopal Visitor. 

It can be argued that it would be 
unjust not to act in a similar way in 
respect of a decision to ordain women 
as bishops. However, for those who 
believe that the inclusion of women in 
the episcopate to be God’s will, any 
institutionally, sanctioned opt-out 
routes are a serious affront to Godly 
justice and unity. 

One of the important features of the 
Church of England throughout its 
history has been its ability to live with 
difference and to demonstrate the 
reality of Christ’s gospel of 
reconciliation. The challenge now for 
the Church is to prayerfully seek the 
will of God together in the pursuit of 
truth, unity and love. 


Possible timescale: 

February 2009: The legislation was first considered 

February 2009 to February 2010: Revision 
Committee 

February 201 0 to July 2010: Revision in full 
General Synod 

July 201 0 to December 201 1 : Reference to 
Diocesan Synods 

February 2012: Final drafting stage 
February 2013: Final approval. A two-thirds majority 
will be required in each house for this to happen 
February 2013 to December 2014: Parliamentary 
Approval and Royal Assent 


ONLINE 


At February's Diocesan Synod speakers from a 
range of traditions gave their views. Visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/womenbishops 
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In 2008, 18 women bishops from the Anglican Communion attended the Lambeth 
Conterence, yet the topic is still being hotly debated by in the Church ot England. In this pull 
out and keep guide, the Archdeacon ot Buckingham the Ven. Karen Gorham explores the 
issues and considers the future. 



F rom Scripture: The Church of 

England is founded on the Bible as 
the inspired Word of God, and as 
Christians we submit to God’s word as 
opposed to fitting it into our world view. 
Genesis 2 asserts that men and women 
are equal before God and that they have 
complementary but differing roles. 

Jesus, a radical figure in teaching and 
in practice, called both men and women 
to follow and serve him. He also taught 
both men and women. The first 
witnesses to his resurrection were 
female. But Jesus called only male 
apostles and never questions the 
patriarchy of the Old Testament. Indeed 
lie says that he came not to abolish the 
law but to complete it (Matthew 5:17). 

The writings of Paul picked up the 
theme of female, functional 
subordination and Paul affirmed male 
and female ministry and service. 
However, authoritative teaching and 
discerning of prophecy is expected to be 
from male presbyters (priests) and 
overseers (episkopoi). Both men and 
women serve as deacons, thereby taking 
on male and female ‘servant leadership’ 
roles. 

However, the overall leader (overseer) 
is always male. Paul’s explanation of 
‘headship’ (1 Corinthians 11) states that 
whilst Christ is head with God, God is 
the head of Christ, Christ is the head of 
man and man is the head of woman. 

F rom tradition: Whilst there have 
been attempts to prove the 
existence of female presbyters and 
bishops in early church history, the 
evidence is very conjectural and, to many, 


unconvincing. 

Neither the ordination of women as 
priests, nor as bishops, is found 
anywhere in the Christian tradition in 
early apostolic, patristic, medieval or 
modern times. The use of male and 
female language in the Bible, in the 
Christian tradition and in human 
cultures demonstrates that human 
sexual differentiation and the 
patriarchal ordering of society are part 
of the ‘givenness’ of the human 
situation as God created it. 

There is a need for the corporate 
seeking of wisdom in which the Church, 
not just the Church of England but the 
entire Anglican Communion, and 
indeed the universal Church, discerns 
the will of God. When the Church of 
England decided to permit women to be 
priests it did so on the understanding 
that the decision would be subject to an 
‘open process of reception’; a process 
which is by no means complete. The 
decision cannot be deemed to be the 
will of God until the whole Church 
accepts it. It would be inappropriate to 
proceed with the ordination of women 


as bishops until their ordination to the 
priesthood has been fully accepted. 
Ecumenical considerations show us that 
the vast majority of Christendom, 
including the whole Roman Catholic 
Church and the great Eastern Church, 
do not have female presbyters, let alone 
female bishops. 

F rom reason and experience: It 

would be wrong to change the 
Church’s tradition to bring it into 
line with contemporary British society. 
The church ought to be encouraging 
forms of ministry other than ordination 
whereby women could make use of their 
talents and abilities in ways that honour 
the order of male-female relationships 
God has established. 

At the moment, the Church of 
England is holding together despite 
differing views about women as 
presbyters, but continuing unity would 
be impossible should women be 
ordained as bishops. A bishop is the 
focus of unity. If the bishop is a woman, 
and therefore, not the focus of unity for 
a number of church members, our 
Communion would be broken. 


Questions for reflection/group discussion 

1 . Read a) 1 Cor 1 4:34-38 and b) 1 Tim 2: 9-1 5 

Are these passages as a whole applicable throughout history and across cultures, 
or do they relate specifically to what was happening in those churches at the time of 
writing? 

2. Read Ephesians 5: 21 -23 

What are the key features of the relationships described in this passage? In what 
ways does this passage apply to the Christian Church today? 




"What an innovative and 
creative magazine. New, 
fresh and insightful... 

I recommend it 
unreservedly." J.JOHN 


Launched less than 18 months 


ago SORTED magazine is growing 
rapidly in popularity. 

The magazine looks at success, 
faith, finance, fitness, passion and 
purity, motoring, movies, tons of 
football and other sports, good 
books, DVD's, addictions, 
accountability, mentoring and 
encouraging each other. 

Enough? Not guite, because 
SORTED also has a Gadgets 
expert and a motoring 
correspondent as well as a 
'60 Second Life Coach' and 
a 'Sex Doc'. 

Sorted is a 80 page A4 glossy 
bi-monthly, retailing at £3.00 an 
issue. To subscribe, to order bulk 
copies or for more information 
visit the Sorted website at 
www.sorted-magazine.com 


Get Sorted!! 


The UK's only 
Christian 
magazine 
for men 
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The Son is a proactive, provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper which aims 
to put Jesus back at the centre of 
society. 

Written and presented in an easy to read 
tabloid style, based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The Son is an 
ideal tool to reach believers and 
unbelievers as well. 

As well as up-to-the-minute news, 
showbiz and sport from the paper, we 
bring you some groundbreaking 
exclusives and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The current edition ofThe Son includes 
stories on Lewis Hamilton, Kaka, Yazz 
and many more. 

It’s an ideal tool for outreach. Why not 
use The Son to reach your community? 

Order your copies today: 

www.theson.org.uk 

or call The Son hotline on 01752 

225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper - looks great. Well done!’ 
Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 

The Son. 

We love him! 


The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in July/ August 2009 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the September 2009 issue is 7 August. 



Wednesday 1 July 


EARLEY: St Peter’s Church is 
holding events from now until 5 July. 
See www.earley-stpeter.org.uk or 
phone 01 18 966 8575. 

CRAN BOURNE: St Peter’s 
Church. Organ recital by Paul Hale 
at 8pm. Phone 01344 893026 for 
tickets (£1 0). 

OXFORD: St Giles' Church. Clare 
Weiner's art exhibition runs until 1 3 
July, www.st-giles-church.org 

Saturday 4 July 


MILTON KEYNES: Holy Trinity 
and St George’s Churches summer 
fayre at 1 1am - 3pm. 

FINCH AM PSTEAD: St James’s 
Church village fete at 2pm, Memorial 
Park, Finchampstead village. Details 
01 18 9730133 

Sunday 5 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels - ‘Sacred 
Space’. Contemplative, creative, 
‘fresh expressions’ worship at 6pm - 
7.15pm. Tel: 01494 726680 

THAME: Christchurch Methodist 
and United Reformed Church at 
7.30pm. The Terrific Tale of Roddy 
Gale (musical - new adaptation of 
The Prodigal Son). Details 01844 
351096. 

Tuesday 7 


EARLEY: Berkshire Vocations 
Fellowship meeting, St Nicolas 
Church, 8pm. ‘Vocation in the 
Secular World'. Details 01865 
208291 

Wednesday 8 


READING: Organ recital, Reading 
Concert Hall, 1 pm. Details 
www.readingarts.com 

Saturday 1 1 


TILEHURST: St Michael's, Routh 
Lane/New Lane Mill. Concert 
featuring Reading Male Voice Choir 
at 7.30pm. TicketsO1 1 8 9428186. 

BUCKLAND: Church fete at The 
Vicarage, 2pm. 

TWYFORD: St Mary’s Church, 
Station Road, Twyford, 1 Oam - 
1 0pm. Pray with rocks and stones, 
sand and clay. Also on Monday 13 
July at 9am - 9pm. Live music at 
8pm on 1 1 July. Details 01 1 8 934 
3909 


BEG BROKE: The Oxford/ 
Dorchester Vocations Fellowship 
Quiet Day, Begbroke Priory, Oxford 
10am - 4pm. For booking 
information contact Sue Foley on 
01865 208291 or email 
sue.foley@oxford.anglican.org 

Sunday 12 July 


OXFORD: St Nicholas Church, Old 
Marston at 2pm - 5pm. Music 
afternoon to celebrate the opening 
of the new nursery, St Nicholas 
Baby Home in Bangalore, India. 

Sunday 19 July 


CHISELHAMPTON: Celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the Churches 
Conservation Trust, 4pm. Led by The 
Bishop of Dorchester. Details 
01865 890079. 

‘Big Lunch’: Churches are being 
encouraged to grow their own 
produce, or use local food and 
break bread with their community for 
the Eden Project’s nationwide ‘Big 
Lunch'. Details 
www.edenproject.com/our- 
work/people/big-lunch/index.php 

Tuesday 21 July 


STONOR, HENLEY: Retired 
Clergy Association outing. Meet at 
Stonor House at 2pm. Details 
01865 880210 

Friday 24 July 


FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. 01491 
571231. 

Saturday 25 July 


ASTON ABBOTTS, AYLESBURY: 

St James’s village fete 2pm - 5pm. 
Floral displays and songs of praise 
on Sunday 26 July. 

Sunday 26 July 


DORCHESTER-ON-THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey informal worship 
at 7pm, part of the @7 series. 
Everyone welcome. Details 01 865 
340007. 

MEDMENHAM (between Marlow 
and Henley): Open gardens from 1 2 
noon - 6pm. Tel: 01 491 571216. 

Friday 31 July 


CHISELHAMPTON: An evening 
of Betjeman at 7.30pm. Recitals 
with music. Details 01 865 890079. 

Thursday 27 August 


WITNEY: The Plough, High Street. 
7.30pm. Rain or Shine Theatre 
Group are performing 
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the 
Shrew'. Details 01993 704430. 

Friday 28 August 


FINGEST: Hambledon Valley, 
Healing service with laying on of 
hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 01491 
571231. 

Saturday 29 August 


CHENIES: St Michael’s Church a 
flower festival from 1 0am - 6pm until 
Monday 31 August. Details 01923 
284433. 


Courses & special events 


Thursday 2 July - Stoke Poges 
Quiet Garden, Stoke Park Farm, 

Park Road, Stoke Poges SL2 4PG. 
Thursday 2 July at 1 Oam - 1 2 noon 
‘Listening through our senses - 
scatter the fragrance.' Thursday 9 July 
at 1 0am - 1 2.30pm ‘Be still and know 
that I am God.' Details 01 753 
64273. 

Wednesday 15 July - War memorial 
custoidans' conference from 
1 0.30am - 1 pm at Aylesbury Civic 
Centre, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. 
Telephone 020 7259 0403 for details 
and booking form. 

Tuesday 21 July - Dying yet we 
live. Spiritual accompaniment of the 


dying and what it can teach us about 
living. Led by Victoria Slater. To be 
held at Diocesan Church House from 
1 0.30am - 4pm. Cost £1 5. 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
miscellaneous/spiritual-direction/ 
Wednesday 22 July - Continuing 
Ministerial Development Course 
on Child Bereavement from 10am - 
4pm at Diocesan Church House. To 
book your place contact 
mandi.bowden@oxford.ang 
lican.org 

Summer School for Biblical 
Study at St Anne’s College, Oxford. 
25 July - 8 August. Email 
margaret.burrow@mcb.net 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 1 Oam 
Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 

1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 

1 pm Wednesday only Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
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Foundations for the future 


WYCLIFFE HALL 

-OXFORD- 

PART-TIME DIPLOMA IN 
BIBLICAL & THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 

Are you . . . 

• eager to grow in your knowledge and 
understanding of Christianity? 

• keen to learn how the Christian faith can 
be effectively communicated and defended in 
your context? 

• aspiring to be better equipped to serve in 
your local church and community? 

This exciting course provides academically 
excellent biblical and theological training, 
and awards a diploma from the Oxford 
University Department of Continuing 
Education. 

It is taught by staff at WYCLIFFE HALL, 
some of whom also teach at its partner, the 
OXFORD CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN 
APOLOGETICS. The course takes place on 
Wednesday evenings, with three Saturday 
Study Days per year. The Diploma takes two 
years to complete and starts in September. 

The closing date for applications is 14 
August 2009. 

Contact: DBTS Course Director, Wycliffe 
Hall, 54 Banbury Road, Oxford 0X2 6PW 
or dbts@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk or 01865 274212 


Deciding on full time education is a tremendously important 
choice. In many cases the subject chosen can have 
repercussions throughout life, forming for many students the 
foundations of a lifetime’s career. For a Christian of any age the 
choice of a theological, secular or social subject is likely to be 
considered as it will become a foundation stone for the future. 
PRAYER AND ADVICE CALLED FOR 
A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding what 
path to follow, even when inherent talents seem to make the 
choice a little more obvious. For younger Christians the path may 
have already been discussed when choosing subjects for ‘A’ 
levels but for many older Christians starting a course could well 
be a part of a change in life’s direction. It is worth spending time 
with family, friends and even the Vicar when making these 
important choices. 

Making the choice for Theology really is one of those life defining 
decisions. The period of careful study often leads on to a lifetime 
in ministry and mission. 

DIFFERENT CHOICES FOR DIFFERENT PEOPLE 
There will be others who would like to understand the Bible better 
or have a real understanding of pastoral care in order to seek a 
new direction or to serve better in their current choice. 
CHOOSING A COLLEGE 

There’s also the choice of college. For many some time away 
from home at University can be a time of self-discovery and 
growing, a chance to study whilst enjoying life in a different city. 
This is a popular choice for young people who see student life as 
much more than study, but also about establishing an 
‘independence’ for themselves. For those from a small town or 
village the lure of the shopping and facilities in a large town or city 
can proving an exciting option but some students might well prefer 
an option that enables them to get away from hustle and bustle to 
a quieter style of campus with few distractions from their study. 
STUDYING CLOSE TO HOME 

There are all sorts of reasons why some students prefer to study 
somewhere close to home. This can be due to the commitments 
such as family responsibilities or commitments to the local church 

• continued on next page 


Real World Real Challenge 


MA in Theology and Ministry 
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2009/10 Programme 


An Ecumenical 


Courses can be taken 
Full or Part Time with 
residential facilities 

New Foundation Decree in 

Mission and Ministry 

&A and MA Degrees in 
Theology and Ministry 


Study Centre 
open to all 

Further details are 
available from: 
VVcduy Collccjc 
College Park Drive 
Htnbury Road 
Bristol US 10 7QD 


A range of Short Courses 
Chat can be combined lor an 
HE Certificate or Diploma 

Church Leadership Course 

Pastoral Carers" Course 


Tel 0117 959 1200 
Fax 0117 950 1277 

Ail i nili# wesley- college- 

bri5tol.oc.uk 

www.wesley-coiiege- 
bristol, ac.uk 




Come and Study at the 

CUDDESDON SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

Whether you are just beginning to think about 
ministry, or are exploring a vocation. Whether you 
are eager to study more about the Bible and how it 
can still help to shape the world we live in or would 
like to deepen your theological reflection and hone 
your pastoral practice. 

The CUDDESDON SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY offers a two-year 
part-time course, incorporating a fully-inclusive 12-day residential Summer School 
that introduces some of the key areas of study in theology and ministry. The Course 
leads to a Certificate in Theology and Ministry, accredited by Oxford Brookes 
University, and can lead to further study, or be used as a way of exploring one’s own 
vocation - and as preparation for ordination training and other fonns of ministry. 

Further details are available on our website at www.rcc.ac.uk, or from 
The Cuddesdon School of Theology and Ministry, Ripon College 
Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X4 9EX, tel: 01865 874404, 
email : enquiries@ripon-cuddesdon.ac.uk. 
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Foundations for the future 


Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 
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South Central Ministry 
Training Course - Oxford 

Teaching people 
to handle the Word of God 

Regional Ministry Training Course open to men 
and women from across the region (within about 
an hour to an hour and a half of Oxford) who want 
to be equipped to teach the Bible in a variety of 
contexts. Ideal for congregation members, church 
workers and apprentices. 

Course One day a week (Tuesdays 10:15-3:30); 
three 10 week terms (£100 per term); optional 2 nd 
year. Running since 2005. Course starts 22/09/09. 

Content Chronological Bible overview, 6 Bible 
books, doctrine, practical ministry, workshop 
groups. 

Leaders The course is taught by church leaders 
from across the region including Andrew 
Atherstone, Anthony Bewes, Paul Bolton, Peter 
Comont, Vaughan Roberts, Will Stileman and 
Keith Stokes. 

For more information or an application form 
contact Matt Morgan: 

01865 240438, admin@southcentralmtc.org or 
www.southcentralmtc.org 


* continued from previous page 

or other organisations. Mature students who 
already have a home of their own might still 
want to use it as a base, some quieter 
young people might like the security of 
returning to their parents each evening or 
returning at weekends. There are many 
excellent Colleges and Universities offering 
the conveniences student life coupled with 
short journey times home. In some cases 
the sea or countryside is not far away. 


REWARDING TIME OF LIFE 

For all the challenge of full time study 
should prove to be rewarding and fulfilling. 
There will also be those who might be 
interested in one of the many distance- 
learning courses available today. There are 
many on offer catering for all ages and 
abilities. Such courses can help the student 
in their private devotions and understanding 
of the Scriptures. 



ow the truth! 
Spread the truth! 

Now booking Sept ‘09 to July '10 


'During my time at Mo.Kig.iee my tneoiogiroi knowledge grown 
and my relationship with coa has deepened, i would highly 
recommend: any Christian to Invest their time Into this course... 
They win he challenged and changed! - 


internships Available sept '03 to Aug '10 


www. meadg ates cti o ol ofm | nistry.org . u k - 

162a Wlead gate Avenue, Chelmsford ^ 

01245 432741 Meadgqte 


JL 
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SARUM 

COLLEGE 


MA in Christian Spirituality 

We are now interviewing candidates for our unique 
ecumenical programme offering an interdisciplinary 
exploration of Christian Spirituality. 

Delivered through intensive modules in the 
beautiful setting of Salisbury's Cathedral Close, the 
course is accessible to those who live outside 
Salisbury and overseas. 

Modules are supplemented by tutorial support for 
home-based study. 

Programme Content 

•Two core modules 

• Four optional modules 

• Written dissertation 


Optional modules are offered in a range of topics, 
including: Medieval Spirituality, Celtic Spirituality, 
Pastoral Ministry and Christian Spiritual Direction, 
Philosophical and Psychological Roots of Christian 
Spirituality, among others. These can also be taken 
individually by non-MA students. 


Delivered in partnership with the University of 
Winchester. 


At 


THE UNIVERSITY OF 

WINCHESTER 


Visit www.sarum.ac.uk/MA-degree or contact 
us on 01 722 424827 for further information 


Advertising feature 


Choosing a school 



Deciding on a school for your children is a tremendously 
important choice. In many cases a child's primary and 
secondary education can have repercussions throughout 
life. With growing concerns surrounding much of education 
in Britain today, it should come as little surprise that 
Christian schools maintain their popularity with parents, 
providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in all that they 
do. The more disciplined style of education seems to bear 
fruit and their academic results continue to impress and in 
many cases improve. 


be looking for a course and others will start planning for 
next year. 

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in deciding 
what path to follow, even when inherent talents seem to 
make the choice a little more obvious. For younger 
Christians the path may have already been discussed 
when choosing subjects for A levels but for many older 
Christians starting a course could well be a part of a 
change in life's direction. 


Faith based Schools, often have waiting lists or entrance 
examinations to help them maintain their standards of 
excellence, or offer open days for parents and prospective 
pupils to look around at what is on offer. The early months 
of the year often have entrance examinations or open days 
for the following September's intake. 

It’s a very similar story with further education and whilst 
most students will have already decided on a University or 
College to attend from the autumn semester, some will still 


There's also the choice of college. For many, some time 
away from home at University can be a time of self- 
discovery and growing, although others may well prefer 
somewhere closer to home. This can be due to the 
commitments such as family responsibilities or 
commitments to the local church or other organisations. 
Travelling times are also quicker a boon for most students. 

For all the challenge of full time study should prove to be 
rewarding and fulfilling. 


ONE VACANCY 

FOR 

A CHORISTER AGED 7/8 


AT CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2009 



Substantial subsidy from 
the Cathedral puts this 
opportunity within the 
reach of many, many 
families. If you have a 
boy with a voice [we are 
looking for potential, not a 
trained singer] who enjoys 
singing and who you think 
might benefit from this 
wonderful opportunity, 
why not bring him along 
for an informal audition? 
There is nothing to lose 
and a great deal that your 
son could gain. For more 
information... 


... please contact Miss Diane Price, Admissions’ Secretary 
01865 242561 registrar@cccs.org.uk 

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
3 BREWER STREET, OXFORD OXI IQW 










theDoor JULY/ AUGUST 2009 


15 


Freshening up church 


By Tim Norwood 

he term ‘fresh expressions’ 
usually triggers a number of 
reactions: some people are 

excited while others are suspicious. 
Many more are still unsure what the fuss 
is all about. 

This book will be extremely helpful 
for enthusiasts, critics and the 
undecided with its varied mix of theory 
and story-telling. It’s a really helpful 
addition to the rapidly expanding 
library of fresh expressions literature. A 
fresh expression is “a form of Christian 
community for our changing culture, 
established primarily for the benefit of 
people who are not yet members of any 
church.” 

This book contains stories and 
accounts from people who have already 
stuck their neck out and had a go. There 
are chapters about Visions, the 
U2charist and Feig. Richard Giles has 
interesting things to say about buildings. 
Ian Adams and Ian Mobsby talk about 
New Monasticism while Philip Roderick 
and Tessa Holland explain Contemplative 
Fire. 

This book is an attempt to relate the 
fresh expressions concept to a deeper 
well of tradition and understanding. 
There are references to the catholic, 
sacramental or contemplative traditions. 
In many ways the writers are inconsistent 
about what this might mean, but the 
book opens the door to an interesting 



Fresh Expressions 
in the Sacramental 
Tradition 

Ian Mobsby/ Steven 
Croft 

Canterbury Press 
RRP £16.99 


and intriguing conversation. 

In the opening chapter, Archbishop 
Rowan Williams suggests that the term 
‘catholic’ should imply an approach to 
the Christian life which is about 
“speaking the whole truth to the whole 
person”. He also points out that a 
catholic approach has some really 
valuable resources to offer to the fresh 
expressions movement. These could 
include a concern for non verbal 
expressions of faith, a focus on 
sacramental action, a strong sense of 
liturgical time and rhythm and an 
insistence that faith is a community as 
well as an individual experience. Every 
story and argument in the book is 
beyond the scope of a short book review 
so could I suggest you get hold of a copy 
and give it a read. There are some real 
treasures here which you might find 
surprisingly helpful. 

The Revd Tim Norwood is Area Dean of 
Milton Keynes and Team Vicar in Watling 
Valley. 


Arts 


More tea , vicar ? Church serves festival 


CHURCH members at St Michael and All 
Angels, Steventon are preparing to serve 
ice cream and sweets at one of the first of 
the region’s summer festivals. 

The Revd Colin Patching says his 
congregation enjoy working at the Truck 
Festival so much he has to tell some of 
them they can’t do two shifts. He says 
working at the event helps build 
relationships in the community. 

‘In church, you get folk who come to an 
8am service but others don’t come until 
6pm; and, while they do meet in between, 
they don’t really spend any time together. 
When working on something like this, 
people begin to make friends with people 
they’d normally pass by in the street. 

‘This is particularly true when it bridges 
the age gap, because you get teenagers on 
the ice cream stall working with people 
who are old enough to be their 
grandmothers.’ 


He uses rock music for his Sunday 
service, which takes place at the festival. 
‘The time slot we’ve had before has been 
very early, and I’ve been up there on the 
farm, creeping out of my tent to come 
and do the 8am service,’ he says. 

But he says that slot is way too early to 
attract many festival goers to church. ‘We 
do get a few straggling down, which is 
nice. But this year I’ll do something a 
little less church-based. 

‘I’m working on something right now; a 
bit like Worship On The Run! I might do 
some sort of roving thing. Something that 
incorporates live street theatre. I’ve got 
some pretty zany folk who I think will 
help me with it. Watch this space.’ 

The Truck Festival takes place at 
Stevens Farmhouse, the Causeway, 
Steventon on July 25^ and 26 . 

Supergrass are headlining. 


Win The God You Already Know 

Published in June by SPCK and written by Henry Morgan 
and Roy Gregory, this book is aimed at anyone who wants to 
develop their spiritual and prayer life. 

And The Door has three copies to give away in this issue’s 
prize draw. 

To be in with a chance of winning simply send your name 
and address to The God You Already Know competition. The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 

Oxford, 0X2 ONB, to reach us no later than Friday, 7 
August. 
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Reader Offer 


Go In search of the 
Northern Lights 



There is no better way to experience the Northern Lights than by sailing through the 
sheltered coastal waters, on board a ship from the Hurtigruten fleet with the Aurora 
Borealis set against a dark sky, free from artifical light. As you glide through the Arctic 
twilight, you become one with the peaceful atmosphere that descends around you. 

Arctic Highlights 

This Arctic adventure travels to remote regions along the dramatic coastline taking you to 
the most northerly part of Norway. The entire duration of this tour is spent above the Arctic 
Circle, increasing your chances of seeing the Aurora Borealis. 

4 nights/5 days - Troms - Kirkenes - Troms 

Day 1 : Fly to Troms where you will be transferred j 

to the ship (D) 

Day 2- 3: Enjoy the voyage North, visiting North Cape 
and on to Kirkenes where we take part in a dog 
sledging excursion before sailing south(B,D) 

Day 4: Arrive in Troms late evening, transfer to our 
centrally located hotel for an overnight stay (B,D) 

Day 5: Some free time may be available before we 
return back to the Uk (B) 

No Single Supplement 

Half Board 

Return flights ex LGW (OTHER AIRPORTS AVIALABLE AT A SUPPLEMENT) 

06 MARCH 
13 MARCH 
20 MARCH 
£725 

PLUS £72 North Cape plus £99 Husky Adventure(dog sledging) = £889pp 

ADDED VALUE - WE WILL FUND THIS - FREE UPGRADE TO AN OUTSIDE CABIN 

FOR ALL BOOKINGS MADE BEFORE 31 ST JULY 2009 

Reader offer organised through Peter Goord Travel and Hurtigruten 

Call now to book on 0800 048 1055 

All holidays subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. Calls may be recorded for 
training purposes and your protection. 




a HURTIGRUTEn 




Just thinking about 
the summertime 


We all need a break from time to time. A chance 
to get away from the pressures of everyday life, 
to relax and do something different. It could be 
that you’ve already decided on your break for 
the summer and made a booking but if not the 
Directory pages offer advertising from a wide 
range of holiday providers. They also help you 
to plan ahead to the autumn and even next year. 
Sunny climes beckon us to visit them and most 
of us will have happy memories of 
Mediterranean sunshine or even the Caribbean 
or further afield, whilst holidays at home are just 


as enjoyable with a lot less travelling. A lot 
more people are looking at the possibilities of 
holidays in the UK, with self drive options, 
coach or train, there really are so many beautiful 
places that we’ve yet to see! 

All sorts of quiet activity holidays are held with 
a Christian theme at Retreats and Christian 
hotels throughout the country. Do consider them 
if you have not done so as yet. 

For young families the seaside may still be very 
attractive and walking holidays are also 
appealing. 




Berlin Wall 

NEW 2009 7-DAY TOUR By Coach 6th Nov 2009 


What’s included 

• Specialist Historical Guide 

• Visits to Mohne Dam; 

Berlin; Leipzig 

• Three nights’ accommodation 
with breakfast in Berlin 

• Overnight stay in Halle with 
breakfast 

• Overnight stays in Belgium on 
outward and return journeys 
with breakfast 



Peaceful Revolution and the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. These events triggered 
drastic changes around the world, 
marking the end of the Cold War and 
the Division of Europe. Many people 
within Germany and beyond its 
borders still remember today the 
stirring weeks in the autumn of 1989. 
For Berliners in particular, 9th 
November 1989 will remain the 
happiest day in their recent history. 
Finally, what belonged together could 
grow together...” 

Klaus Wowereit, Governing Mayor of Berlin. 


/ Mohne Dam - of 
'Dambusters' fame 

/ Berlin - enticing 
capital city 

/ Secrets of Cold 
War Berlin tour - 
fascinating revelations 

/ 20th Anniversary of 
the Fall of the Wall 
celebrations 

/ Leipzig - re-emerging 
city of culture 


• Local departures 

Call or visit our website to find your nearest 

• Travel by executive coach 


Upgrade to Silver Service JlkW, 


for luxury coach travel and enjoy these 
added benefits Please call for full details 

• Porterage in all hotels 

• Smaller, more personal group 


Your Hotels 

In Berlin you’ll stay for three nights at the 
1 3-star Penta Berlin-Kopenick Hotel, or 
similar. The hotel has a restaurant bar and 
lift. All bedrooms offer T.V, telephone and 
hairdryer. In Halle you'll stay for one night 
at the 4-star Ramada Hotel Leipzig-Halle. 
Overnight stays in Belgium are in 
city-style hotels. 


Executive Coach 

Tour Ref: 7GBW 


6th November 

£399 

Silver Service 


Tour Ref: 7GBWV 


6th November 

£449 


Prices are per person, based on two sharing. 
Extras: Optional excursions; Single room 
supplement £ 1 1 9 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with 
Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 
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Advertising Feature 


SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 


Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 


GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 


To advertise 
call the sales 
team on 

01752 225623 


Freshwater East 
Pembrokeshire 

Well-equipped adjacent 
holiday homes. Beach 
250yds. Sleeps 1 to 6. 
From £180 pw. 
Clergy discount. 
Sorry no pets 
TEL 0151 486 2745 


^Hampton Manor 

Cornish, Country “House Hotel 

In the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 

You still need a break in these turbulent times 
and we are delighted to offer high quality food 
and accommodation at a very reasonable price. 
Special value events not to be missed are our 
Walking Week in September (13th - 18th) and our 
Photography Week in October (11th - 16th) 
Please ask for a brochure, programme, etc. 
Phone 01579 370494 
e-mail hamptonmanor@supanet.com 
or visit our website at 
www.hamptonmanor.co.uk 


LUXURY CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
HOME FOR SALE 

On 5-star Littlesea Holiday Park at 
Weymouth - voted Best Holiday Park in UK 

Only £12,995 

No time licence on the holiday home 
For more information call 07738 241 859 
and ask for Chris 


Ellel Ministries 
Glyndley Manor Cottages 

Stone Cross , East Sussex 

Set in the beautiful peaceful grounds of the 
Manor, two and three bedroom; disable 
equipped; self catering 



25% Discount Church groups (up to 25 ) 
20 % Discount for Ministers 
Tel: 01323 440440 

Please ask for further details 
enquiries@glyndleycottages.co.uk 
www.glyndleycottages.co.uk 




Holidays abroad 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 

Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 


Lanzavote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

www.wolslcnhinnes.co. uk 



Holidays at Home 




Beautiful 
Cotswold Village 

Burford area 

Small self-contained flat, 
£32 per night for 2 people. 

For further details 
or brochure, please call: 

01367 860312 


IHIIHIilllMIIM 

A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House Hotel 

-fti Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 


j v. 

Uranauil Somerset 


CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 
email : info @ cor nishholiday homes .net 
www.cornishholiday homes .net 


HALDON COURT 

CHRISTIAN CENTRE 

For a Christian Family holiday With Fun & Fellowship 




Cheddar -Wells - Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749 672857 

f 


34 Douglas Avenue, 
Exmouth, Devon, 
EX8 2HB 

Tel: 01395 263836 


• Indoor heated pool 

• Bouncy castle 

• Children s play area 

• Games room 

• Lift 

• Ensuite rooms available 

• Tea making facilities 

• Washing & ironing room 

• Full board & choice 
of menu 

• Wonderful ministry & 
fellowship 

• Gift shop 

• Open all year 






Brejks 


Ladies only tours 
with on-board beauty 


Single Traveller 
Christmas Market breaks 


Travel by ceath, air 
or Eurostar 


Call now to book 0800 04S TOSS 
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Introducing Silversea’s 
newest ship, Silver Spirit 


Fly from Bristol sail home to Plymouth 
Departing 21 Apr 2010 
1 5 nts from £4995pp 

Visiting New York, Boston, Nova Scotia, Cork and Cardiff 

2 nights pre-cruise accommodation at the 5*Jumeirah Essex House, 
New York, room only, 13 nights aboard Silver Spirit in a Veranda Suite 
on a fully inclusive basis, flights to New York with Continental Airlines 

and transfers 

ADDED VALUE 

We include home pick-up transfer to Bristol Airport and 

executive lounge access 


For reservations or further information please call 




ThefinG art 
of tailored travel 


0800 048 1055 


SEASONS 


IN STYLE 

•Voyage 501 1 , disembarking Plymouth • Subject to availability • Terms & conditions apply • Flight Upgrade Price is One Way per person 

Based on two sharing • ATOL protected 4132 
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Prayer & reflection 


It is accomplished: 

The Resurrection of the Soldiers 


This year marks the 50th 
anniversary ot the death ot 
artist Stanley Spencer, who 
spent most ot his lite in 
Cookham, Berkshire. The Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell 
describes the link between 
theology and Spencer’s 
interpretation ot the bloodiest 
contlict in human history. 

outh of Newbury, and just off 
the A34 at Burghclere, is the 
remarkable Sandham Memorial 
Chapel. The interior is lined 
with paintings telling the story 
of Spencer's First World War experience: 
as an orderly at the Beaufort War Hospital 
in Bristol, with the Field Ambulance 
service in Salonika and then on active 
service with the 7^ Royal Berkshires. 


‘It is the awful ordinariness 
of these paintings that 
brings home the horrors of 
war. ’ 


But these are no ordinary war paintings: 
the soldiers are not depicted in battle, but 
in all the little moments either side of 
conflict. We see them filling their water 
bottles, making beds, picking bilberries 
and washing lockers. 

But they are the same soldiers who are 
fighting and dying in the bloodiest conflict 
of human history, a war that did not end 
wars but changed the way we think and 
feel about warfare. 

This fascination with the detailed 
minutiae of everyday life is something 
familiar to all who love Spencer's 
paintings. But in this context it is all the 
more poignant. After the killing has 
finished there are jobs to be done. Life 
goes on in the madhouse of war. You are 
either dead, or so injured that you are 
taken from the battlefield, or you are alive. 
And if you are alive you have to carry on 


‘The soldiers have now died 
and are climbing from their 
graves to a new life. ’ 


living. There are beds to be made and 
meals to be cooked. 

It is the awful ordinariness of these 
paintings that bring home the horrors of 
war. After a day's killing you go home and 
polish your gun. On the east wall of the 
chapel, behind the altar is one of the most 
important English paintings of the 20^ 
century: The Resurrection of the Soldiers. 



This would be an astonishing painting 
wherever it was viewed, but in the context 
of this chapel it is all the more powerful. 
The same ordinary soldiers have now died 
and are climbing from their graves to a 
new life. Some embrace the crosses that 
marked the spot where they were buried. 
Others reach out to each other. The 
upturned crosses tumble towards the 
interior of the chapel. The men 
resurrecting in the trench immediately 
behind the altar form a line of 


communicants. The one on the right is 
Spencer himself, ready to receive the 
bread of heaven. Writing about this 
painting Spencer said that the soldiers are 
transfixed by the words of Christ: ‘He that 
loses his life for my sake shall save it...' 
They are thinking of ideas arising from the 
words quoted, that it is actually impossible 
for anything good to be lost. The Christian 
faith is a disconcertingly material religion. 
In the Bible, the resurrection of Jesus is 
consistently described in physicals terms. 


Jesus is held by Mary Magdalene, touched 
by Thomas, and eats breakfast on the 
beach with Peter. 

For Spencer the resurrection is about 
the whole of life raised up. It is picture of 
new creation. Hence the resurrected 
soldiers reach out to each other in perfect 
self giving love; the love which is itself 
embodied in the sacrifice that so many 
made in this terrible war. 

And, with this in mind, for those of you 

‘They look rather like 
Heaven, a place I am 
becoming very familiar 
with. ’ 


who visit the chapel - and I hope that 
many will - we look back at the other 
paintings and detect intimations of 
resurrection: the men waking in the 
morning; the preparations for breakfast; 
figures stirring under their chrysalis like 
mosquito nets; the men filling their water 
bottles with their capes splayed behind 
them like angels’ wings; the way they care 
for each other, and the tremendous care 
that is taken in the most ordinary tasks. 

It is all a celebration of the potential of 
life to be raised up. And as well as no rank 
there are also no guns in these pictures of 
warfare which are really pictures of 
heaven. 

Writing to his sister, Florence, when his 
work in Burghclere was nearly complete, 
Spencer said: ‘They don't look like war 
pictures; they look rather like heaven, a 
place I am becoming very familiar with.’ 

Stephen Cottrell is the Bishop of Reading. 
He recently gave a lecture on Spencer's work 
at the Newbury Spring Festival. He has a 
lifelong interest in the arts and has written 
many books on spirituality and discipleship. 



The Prayer Diary has temporarily moved to page nine. 
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God in the life of . . 



The end of July sees the end 
of an era for the Oxford 
Diocese when Mary 
Saunders retires. She told 

Sarah Meyrick about her 
career helping restore our 
historic churches. 

ary has visited almost all 
the 813 churches on her 
watch. She started as a 
clerk in the Diocesan 
Registry in 1972, but is 
best known as Secretary of both the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) 
and the Diocesan Pastoral Committee 
(DPC), a role she has held for the past 20 
years. The DAC is responsible for the 
diocese’s churches, their use, repair and 
development, while the DPC is 
concerned with the organisation of 
benefices and parishes. 

The Diocese of Oxford has more 
churches than any other diocese in the 
Church of England, and two thirds of 
them are Grade 1 or Grade II* listed 
buildings. Church and churches have 
been part of her life since early 
childhood. 

‘The best part is the 
buildings , the history and 
all the wonderful people you 
meet... ’ 


‘I am a cradle Anglican,’ she says. ‘My 
paternal grandfather was a priest and my 
father was a lay reader and Deanery Lay 
Chair. He used to take me round with 
him when he was leading services and 
visiting churches, so I always knew 
church buildings.’ She comes from a 
family of teachers, and grew up in 
Benson in Oxfordshire. Her father was 
headmaster of Wallingford Grammar 


School and her mother taught the violin. 
‘She still plays in a string quartet, aged 
87,’ says Mary. She and her brother both 
inherited a love of music: Mary plays the 
cello and sings in the City of Oxford 
Choir, and her brother is Deputy Head 
of Wells Cathedral School. 

After school at St Helen and St 
Katharine in Abingdon, when it was still 
run by the Wantage sisters, Mary went to 
Girton College, Cambridge, to read 
classics. There she met her husband, 
David, a maths student. Unlike her 
parents and brother, Mary knew she 
didn’t want to teach. 

After a brief and unsatisfactory spell 


working for a company that made 
scientific instruments, she applied for 
the job at the diocese. ‘I’ve been really 
lucky to find the job I want to do,’ she 
says. ‘The best part is the buildings, the 
history and all the wonderful people you 
meet, from churchwardens to architects 
to specialist conservators. We do between 
70 and 80 visits a year, and that’s the 
really worthwhile thing, spending an 
hour walking round a church building, 
talking about why things are as they are.’ 
It’s a field with no quick results. The 
average reordering project takes three or 
four years from the first idea to 
completion. Complex legislation and the 


need to consult bodies such as English 
Heritage adds to the challenge. 

‘The most difficult part of the job is 
when people bring a project that they 
are very committed to, and you can see it 
is not necessarily the best way forward for 
them. It’s like walking a tightrope to find 
your way through. I always tell people to 
work with the grain of the building; 
don’t try to fight it,’ she says. ‘That 
causes upset at a non-verbal level that 
people are not always aware of. The 
other trouble is when the project is too 
closely tied to the vision of specific 
people - what happens when they are no 
longer there?’ 

She’d like to see more liturgical 
reorderings as well as the more common 
creation of social space. ‘Good liturgical 

‘Buildings do matter and 
speak of our faith and the 
faith of earlier generations.' 


reorderings are few and far between. I’d 
like to see people raise their sights. 
Buildings do matter and speak of our 
faith and the faith of earlier 
generations.' 

At the heart of Mary’s love of churches 
is her faith. ‘It’s always been there, 
lurking, and more or less active at 
different times of my life,’ she says. She 
is an Anglo Catholic and attends St 
Mary’s Aylesbury, which was her parish 
church when she and David first 
married. David has always been ‘very 
supportive ’of her work. 

She will miss visiting churches but is 
looking forward to having more time for 
her hobbies: music, gardening and bird- 
watching. She will also enjoy 
accompanying David, who holds a 
visiting Professorship at a Czech 
university, on his visits to Eastern 
Europe. ‘It’s fascinating to be able to visit 
some of these countries that seemed 
impossible a generation ago,’ she says. 


Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 
3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 


to 


Your Door to Christians throughout 
Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire and Berkshire 

With over 35,000 copies of the The Door 
distributed through Anglican churches in the Oxford 
Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to advertise 
your products and services in local churches. 

Other Christian and charitable organisations, 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 
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including faith based 
schools and colleges, 
can also benefit from 
this targeted readership. 
The Door is part of a 
group of Anglican 
newspapers published 
through Cornerstone 
Vision. We can help 
take your message 
throughout Anglican 
Diocese in the South 
and East of the country 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD OX4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

www.taylorsofoxford.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 


To find out more telephone 
Roy on 01752 225623 


New and Used Cars to your door; 


For Churches, Church 
members & Charities 

Free delivery to your door 
(in the UK) 
1,000s of used cars 
to choose from 
Big discounts on 
new cars 



Part exchange on any car 
Cars from only £1995 


Jlnr-kT 



rtorp 


Telephone: 0114 255 9696 

Email: sales@prioryautomotive.co.uk 

www.prioryautomotive.com 









